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LITERARY

Bibbs is forced to make extreme decisions, where the lies ultimately become the sole thing with
any ounce of truth.

Tone Schunnesson’s new novel following Trip Reports
(2016), is a study of success and destruction, dependence and betrayal, celebrity and anonymity.

Days and Days and Days
From the sample translation

Tone Schunnesson (b. 1988) is a
former student of the esteemed
Biskops Arnö Writing School. She is a
regular contributor to Aftonbladet's
Arts & Culture pages.
Her debut novel Trip Reports (2016)
was hailed by the critics as delightfully
rebellious, hilarious and hard-boiled.
It was also a big commercial success,
earning Schunnesson a reputation as
an author to watch.

Days and Days and Days
Dagarna, dagarna, dagarna

Tone Schunnesson

Bibbs is just about to turn thirty-nine. At the
same time there are those who are turning
twenty-six or nineteen. Even though Bibbs
lacks talent, she has been famous for a while,
but the good life is beginning to slip through
her fingers. And there seems to be a neverending flow of unexpected expenditures. Like the
rent.

Her boyfriend Baby has always provided stability and when he dumps her out of the blue, she
becomes devastated. When he walks out, she is
also faced with an ultimatum: if she wants to
keep her flat she must pay 100 000 SEK within
the next week. She no longer has access to that
kind of money – an amount that would have
been easy to find ten years ago.

continues >>

When I walked into my medium’s office, the
summer after my first reality TV show was a hit,
she glanced at me and said that I looked different. “Skinny?” I asked hopefully, and Marite
replied: “No, established.” For three years I’d
transferred her ten large every twelve weeks for
unlimited access to her services in person or
on the phone, if I called after four. “You’ve lost
yourself in the sauce,” was one of the last things
she said to me, years later, when the knuckles on
my right hand were raw from having punched
the door to our building on Slip Street. Baby
was supposed to come with me to some whisky
event when out of nowhere he’d decided that
it was ridiculous. The static started one street
down from our apartment when the homeless
woman on Reimersholme Island approached
us like a wraith. “Could you spare a cigarette?”
she asked. I clutched the pack in my fist and
gave her my back. “I can pay,” she said. Okay,
so that’ll be two hundred, then, I said, avoiding
eye contact, eager to continue the fight—the
fight that was the only thing that could get my
Baby to stay. Baby said, for Christ’s sake, Bibbs.
“Give her a cigarette,” and without thinking I
turned around and threw the pack in her face.
Baby looked at me and said you crazy bitch. The
cigarettes tumbled out and rolled across the wet
asphalt. It was the last day of the year that the
trees would still have their leaves, and in but a
few hours the barren months would begin their
reign. Baby entered the code and when the building door slammed shut on me, with Baby on
the other side, I whacked it. It took a moment
before my hand started bleeding, slowly,
as though the wound were hesitating. Got a
light?, the woman asked, and I rooted around
in my bag, knuckles burning. I thought I had
punched the door out of rage, but really it was
an appeal to return to myself. Yes, I was getting
lost in the sauce, I can’t explain it any better
than that. I had hoped to be in possession of a
stronger character. Don’t we all. Us weak of
character have all at some point fantasized

about such strength.
My time with Marite changed me, but I stopped
visiting her in Årsta after she said that I’d lost
myself in the sauce and because she was sinking
all of her income, savings too, into building an
app no one would pay for. The app let you shoot
slow motion videos. Marite wore an amber
necklace, and when she told me about the idea
I didn’t want to hurt her feelings, so I didn’t
mention that everyone could already do this.
Everyone but Marite, with her burner phone
and solo fiftieth birthday celebration in Peru.
After launching the app she started calling me
more often than I was calling her, and with
mounting desperation. She owed the team in
Poland a mint, and instead of paying her debt
she kept giving them more work each week. It
was adding up. “Bibbs,” she said when she called
hoping to sell me on more psychic hours, “There’s no such thing as investing too much in your
health.” Wait, how did you find those people in
Poland, I wanted to know, and she told me that
she’d typed into a box that had popped up while
she was googling. Got it, I said, but I was out of
money. Maybe you could promote the app? she’d
ask more than once during each phone call. I
didn’t want to promote the app. The app would
link me with failure in a far too obvious way.
My visits to Marite were something I’d afforded
myself in a year when the money was basically
rolling in on its own. But my lucky streak ran
out, and Marite became an expense among
others once she started seeing me with a clarity
that I could live without. I stopped taking all
of her calls and stopped calling without saying why. No way could I tell her that I’d been
shooting slow motion videos for years and that
her feeling bad was making me feel worse. Also I
couldn’t afford her. I didn’t have the heart to say
that everything had seemed so brilliant, until it
wasn’t anymore.

Original title: Dagarna, dagarna, dagarna | Publication: October 2020 | Pages: 268
Senior editor: Håkan Bravinger

Available material: English sample
Option publisher: Luchterhand, Germany
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LITERARY / UPMARKET

questioning where she failed Fatima. In the
small town where she lives, she has become
known as a bold, outspoken teacher who never
shies away from biting back at bullies or racists.
And one day, during a walk with her beloved dog
Daisy, her good deeds catch up with her. She is
assaulted by a group of masked men and ends up
unconscious in hospital for weeks.

After that, nothing is the same, despite the moral
support she receives from her neighbour and
side-kick Rosemarie. Fear and a sense of urgency
has crept into her life. And then an old colleague
brings her unexpected news – he claims to have
found Fatima.

Cancelled Trip to Sabarmati
From the sample translation
Majgull Axelsson is a journalist and
author with several bestselling works
behind her. She started out writing
documentary novels set in developing
countries, most famously Rosario is
Dead (1989), about child prostitution
in the Phillipines. Her major literary
breakthrough came with novel April
Witch (1997) which was awarded the
August Prize that same year.
Majgull Axelsson’s books have been
translated into 23 languages and her
latest two books have sold more than
300 000 copies in Sweden alone.

Cancelled Trip to Sabarmati
Inställd resa till Sabarmati

Majgull Axelsson

Lykke and Fatima only have each other in this
world. As a young teenager, Fatima, abandoned as an infant by the shore of the Sabarmati
River and then rejected and deserted by her
adoptive family, finally found an unconditional
safe haven in her aunt Lykke’s home. But when
Fatima turns eighteen, she disappears, and is
not heard from again. She has secretly planned

her exit: to start anew in another city under her
birth name, Meera. Several years later she lives
happily with her new family in Reykholt, Iceland, without giving her old life much thought.
Lykke, on the other hand, is forced to live
with the uncertainty of what has become of
the daughter that was never hers, constantly

continues >>

Available material: English sample
Option publishers: Ullstein, Germany • Iperborea, Italy • De Geus, Netherlands
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‘Are you hurt?’ Lykke says, but then, conscious of a slight quaver in her voice, she quickly
clears her throat and falls silent. If everything
had been normal, she’d have ticked Daisy off
for lowering her wet, dirty belly onto the pretty
Finnish rag rug, but right now that would be
deeply unfair. Daisy saved her barely half an
hour ago. And if Daisy’s hurt, Daisy’s hurt. Besides, she’s no spring chicken any longer. Lykke
smiles slightly at her own thought, so consoling
in its banality this extraordinary afternoon, but
then stops abruptly.
Ouch!
Smiling hurts. And frankly, other places hurt
as well. Her head, of course, though she chooses
to ignore that because she’s always chosen to
ignore headaches, but her trousers are torn and
when she inserts two fingers into the hole above
her right knee to widen the tear, she sees she’s
still bleeding. There’s a sizeable flap hanging
loose over the gash, revealing the underside of
her skin. Dark pink with tiny white patches.
She glances down at her palms. Dirt. Gravel.
Long grazes. A shudder runs through her body
and suddenly it’s as if she can see the house, her
house, the home she loves and that’s all hers,
metamorphosing into a gigantic matchbox,
while somebody – God, or the Devil (or maybe
one of his demons) – makes it expand in some
mysterious way so that the sitting room she’s
in lengthens till she can hardly see the doorway
into the kitchen: but that only lasts for a moment. Snap! There’s a loud twang as if someone’s
released a stretched rubber band, and an instant
later the room returns to its normal proportions.
Lykke makes a jerky movement, bitterly convinced all of a sudden that she must be losing
her marbles for good this time, then sets the
thought aside, tucks it away in the Great Chest

of Shame (which she always pictures as a large
brown 1940s-style linen chest, lodged in the
furthest recesses of her brain), locks the chest
and draws a curtain across it. She’s tempted to
yield to a fantasy in which she throws away the
key, but controls herself in the nick of time. She
can’t let herself throw away the key to the Chest
of Shame. There’ll be more to be locked away
and concealed in future, she knows, though she
won’t let herself think about that now. The
whole point of the Great Chest of Shame is to
avoid having to think, and when it’s shut and
locked and hidden behind a black velvet curtain
in her head, she’s the most rational of all rational people. Even though the imaginary key is in
the pocket of her imaginary trousers. End of.
Unfortunately, we (you, the readers and I, the
writer) will have to pause briefly here, give each
other a suitably courteous nod, and agree once
and for all that Lykke isn’t mad, whatever we
may think of her and her imaginings. Mildly eccentric, maybe. A bit of an oddball. But certainly
not psychotic or anything of that sort. It’s just
that her mind doesn’t work like other people’s.
It’s always been that way, though the difference
seems to have become more pronounced this
afternoon. That might be because of the blows
to the head she’s just suffered. Her thoughts
flutter here and there, but at the same time she’s
descending heavily and deliberately towards the
earth’s surface, towards what she calls everyday
life and reality, even though what’s just happened is far removed from everyday life and reality.
Nonetheless, she pictures herself kneeling on
her frosty lawn, desperately grasping a few
yellowy-brownish blades of grass, just so she can
hold on tight, really tight, to the earth.

Original title: Inställd resa till Sabarmati | Publication: October 2020 | Pages: 250
Senior editor: Gunilla Sondell
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serious turn. Having no real intention of finding
a job, Rafael strikes up an acquaintance with a
controversial local Rabbi and begins adopting
his new friend’s more orthodox views. His behaviour unsettles the family, especially Jacob, and
soon politicial and religious antagonism threatens to tear them all apart. And the football
pitch becomes yet another arena of conflict.

Monkey in the Middle is a humorous yet affecting coming-of-age story about football and
brotherhood, as well as a young man's search for
identity and his yearning to belong.

Monkey in the Middle
Press voices
Stephan Mendel-Enk (b. 1974) was
born and raised in Gothenburg. He is
a journalist and has written several
pieces for football magazine Offside
and has also worked for Swedish
Radio.
Mendel-Enk made his debut with the
reportage book An Obvious Sense of
Style (2004). Monkey in the Middle can
be read as a stand-alone sequel to his
successful first novel Three Monkeys,
which was published in 2010.

“Stephan Mendel-Enk’s Monkey in the Middle is,
in the best possible way, a cheerfully written
generational drama about political and religious
antagonism, how this plays out in the family
home, on the football pitch. With narrative
drive, finesse and humour unfolds he presents a
story about a boy who watches the transformation of an idolized older brother and its repercussions.” Vi Läser

“Mendel-Enk’s gaze is tender and his passion
for storytelling authentic. Monkey in the Middle
is full of amusing sub-plots and observations,
among them a really wonderful interior from
Jacob’s grandmother’s bridge club /… / It is
a generous way of fleshing things out, which
doesn’t involve dismissing things as not serious.”
Aftonbladet

Monkey in the Middle
From the sample translation

Monkey in the Middle
Apan i mitten

Stephan Mendel-Enk
Jacob’s family has been plagued by death and divorce,
but following several years of turbulence, his world
appears somewhat peaceful again. The Berlin Wall has
come down, Rabin and Arafat have shaken hands and
Jacob has finally been allowed to play for the permanently troubled Jewish football team Maccabi.
But when his older brother – the glorified Rafael –
returns to Gothenburg from Israel, things take a more

»With self-mockery and
eloquent humour he
portrays Jewish life
in 1990s Gothenburg. «
Ingalill Mosander, Aftonbladet

Most of Maccabi’s players had a stronger connection to Judaism than to football. Guttkin
loved to tell stories about people where the
roles were reversed. Real footballers, who had
played in division four or five. Who had grown
up without any Jewish elements, just a diffuse
sense of something far back in the family tree.
Or something that was always present, but
never pronounced. A dad with numbers on his
wrist, a mum that inexplicably turned off the tv
when someone spoke in German. In some way
or other, Guttkin had learned of their background and lured them to the team. Through

Maccabi they had joined the camaraderie and
the religion. That was how it was supposed to
work. But I suspected that it couldn't always
work out as planned. Sometimes it had to be the
other way around. That someone with a faint
Jewish connection played with the team and felt
so ostracized that he never dared to approach
any Jewish context ever again. Or that someone
who had been a part of the group left it and felt
more at home elsewhere. And there must have
been some that were caught in the middle, who
wandered around aimlessly without ever finding
their footing.

continues >>

Available material: English sample

Original title: Apan i mitten | Publication: September 2020 | Pages: 240
Senior editor: Eva Gedin
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COMMERCIAL / UPMARKET

Miss Rennel Learns a
Lesson
Som en öppen bok

Clara Rennel has had her mission mapped out for a
very long time: as a teacher she will dedicate her life to
propagating her love for books to future generations.
Supported by her literary heroines she is prepared to
achieve great deeds in the name of reading. When her
teenage crush Jonathan re-enters her life, miraculously
single, it feels like things could hardly get any better.
Her sister Paulina, however, voices her concerns regarding his intentions. But what does she know? Just
because, to everyone’s surprise, she has managed to date
a guy for more than a couple of weeks? A guy who, in
addition, seems way too clever for her.
Sara Molin (b. 1983) lives in a suburb
of Stockholm with her husband and
three children. She teaches secondary
school Swedish and Swedish for
beginners and spends most of her free
time devouring commercial fiction.
An Unwanted Christmas Present is
Sara Molin’s second novel, following
her debut Miss Rennel Learns A Lesson
(February 2020).

An Unwanted Christmas Present
En oönskad julklapp

Sara Molin

Nurse Diana Jonsson is not looking forward
to leaving Tanzania to spend two months
in Sweden. She definitely does not want to
celebrate a traditional Christmas with all the
expectations it entails. But she is unable to say
no when her mother begs her to come home
and the temporary position at the ER will
grant her an opportunity to make some much
needed cash. After all, she just needs to get
through the Christmas season before a new job
awaits in Kenya.

But in Sweden, nothing turns out the way she
planned. Her new colleagues become close to
her heart and when Diana finds out that the
father she presumed was dead is not only alive,
but also has another family, she can’t resist
looking up her half-sister.
Her only wish was a simple, hassle-free Christmas with her mother, but sometimes you get
more than you ask for. Much more.

Available material: English sample | Option publishers: Diana/Heyne, Germany
Original title: En önskad julklapp | Publication: October 2020 | Pages: 314
Senior editor: Jennifer Lindström
11

To Clara’s frustration, her teaching ambitions are not
working out according to plan. Her pupils are more concerned with docusoaps, the parents are asking for the
impossible, her colleagues are making life miserable and
the principal seems clueless. Jonathan assures her that
he has the solution to her woes, and soon the conscientious Clara has made radical adjustments to her original
mission. Because she never planned to play truant, and
she certainly never planned to fall for her sister’s new
boyfriend.

»A cosy read,
about family ties
and romantic love«
Aftonbladet Söndag

Miss Rennel Learns a Lesson
Press voices

“Sara Molin reminds me of Sophie Kinsella, and
that is hardly something to be sorry about. Miss
Rennel Learns a Lesson contains the things that
pull at your heartstrings: a slightly bewildered
heroine and the somewhat problematic ties
to her troubled family, the attempts to find a
good match, misconceptions (which the reader
elegantly can see through), lies, shoddy details
from a busy everyday life and moderately tricky
issues that are guaranteed to be solved and fulfil
the promise of feelgood.” Kristianstadsbladet

“It is difficult to write good romantic stories and
make them believable, but debutant Sara Molin
is surprisingly successful, with many amusing
references to fictional girlhood heroines and
popular fiction.” Dagens Nyheter
“Witty and humorous debut with romantic mixups, family conflicts and entertaining scenes
from stuffy teacher staff rooms and hormone-fuelled secondary school corridors.”
Göteborgs-Posten

Available material: English sample | Right sold to: Diana/Heyne, Germany
Original title: Som en öppen bok | Publication: February 2020 | Pages: 336
Senior editor: Jennifer Lindström
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COMMERCIAL
NEW • WOMEN'S
THRILLER

With industrialist Reuben Halleholm doing
everything to make Lovisa sell him the building,
she must consider her limited options. Does she
have what it takes to carry on the family tradition and open The Bakery anew?

she want to pursue happiness with Axel or remain loyal to her beloved Grandma Amelia?
Halleholm: Lovisa’s Choice is a modern Romeo
and Juliet saga; the tale of a feuding family set
in a picturesque town in the Stockholm archipelago, from the 1920s until present day. It’s a tale
of love, loyalty and luscious cinnamon buns.

And when Reuben’s younger brother Axel
returns to town and stirs unexpected emotions,
Lovisa faces an even more difficult choice: does

Halleholm: Lovisa’s Choice
From the manuscript
Ruth Kvarnström-Jones (b. 1962) was
born and raised in the UK, but has
lived in Stockholm for the past thirty
years. While working as a copywriter,
Kvarnström-Jones was selected as
one of fifteen students from around
the world by Curtis Brown Creative for
their renowned Novel Writing Course.
Halleholm: Lovisa’s Choice is
Kvarnström-Jones’ debut novel,
and the first instalment in a series
set in the fictive coastal community
Halleholm.

Halleholm: Lovisa’s Choice
Halleholm: Lovisas val

Ruth Kvarnström-Jones
Lovisa Lindegren was living her dream in London until she lost her job and her self-serving
fiancé in the same week. Down on her uppers,
Lovisa returns to her native Sweden and the
idyllic little coastal town Halleholm, where she
has inherited a 18th century building from her
grandparents, including a bakery and café. Not
only was this where Grandpa Johan baked and
sold his famous cinnamon buns, the house was
also home to Grandma Amelia’s dressmaker’s

atelier where she once created magnificent
couture for Stockholm high society.
But the will contains a catch. Should Lovisa decide to sell the property before she turns thirty,
she must sell it back to the Halleholm branch
of the family. And following a tragic incident
decades earlier, Lovisa has also inherited the
deep and bitter feud between the Lindegrens
and the mighty Halleholms.

continues >>

Available material: English manuscript
Right sold to: Grada, Czech Republic

Lovisa Lindegren flicked on the light. No winter
boots or cross-country skis cluttering the side
door hallway. She turned to her father, the man
who had never let her down, and buried her face
in his jacket.
Olle Lindegren rubbed his youngest daughter’s back. “Are you sure you want to be here
tonight? You could come back with me to Halleholm South and return tomorrow. Or whenever
you’re ready.”
The offer tempted. Her childhood home
would be the softest place to land now she’d
been pitched from the controls of her own
life. A flash of anger singed her frayed temper.
Damn Charles-The-Ex and his ability to make
the outrageous sound reasonable. She should
have stayed in London long enough to slug it
out. A little skin under her fingernails would
have been…inexcusable. Which was why, at his
request, she’d returned her engagement ring
and taken the high road back to Sweden. Shock
could be quite a traitor to self-assertion.
Her shoulders sagged.
“Lovisa?” Olle said.
She struggled to find the resolve she’d mustered on the flight to Stockholm and somehow
misplaced during the ride from the airport. “I’m
twenty-seven, Pappa. Too old to come scurrying
back to Halleholm South.”
“No one’s ever too old to come home. Losing
so much in one week is rough. Give yourself
time.”
Standing here in her grandparents’ old house,
she paused to consider: what would Grandma
Amelia have done? Lovisa lifted her head and
swiped her eyes with her coat sleeve. “If I’m
starting over on my own, I may as well start

tonight.”
Her gaze fell on a brass doorknob, its golden
roundness as enticing as any bun ever baked in a
four-tier oven. A quarter twist clicked open the
door. A deluge of memories beckoned her in.
The Bakery: always her port in a howling
storm. The very place where Grandpa Johan had
taught her to knead dough, whip up cream cakes
and assemble the Christmas gingerbread tableaux that had enchanted Halleholm residents for
over fifty years.
The three big bay windowsills, once loaded
with golden brown cinnamon buns, crumbly
coconut tops, dark chocolate biskvi and pink
or green princesstårta cakes, were now grey
wastelands in second-hand lamplight from Halleholm’s main square. The upside-down legs of
the chairs on tables were scuffed and worn. She
could relate.
Grandpa Johan did not bustle through the
swinging kitchen door. She didn’t expect him to
do so. This shadowy memory depot was no longer his bakery. His bakery bubbled with friends
meeting friends, with mothers balancing mugs
of creamy hot chocolate on trays while children
with cold cheeks and noses bickered over which
bun offered most sugar sprinkles.
Lovisa took a gulp of stale air. Right here was
where she had earned her first Christmas kronor
by poking currants onto gingerbread faces and
later, when the itch for independence had required a good scratching, netted a knave’s ransom
by persuading Grandpa Johan to invest in an
outdoor ice-cream stand. /.../ The sun had never
really gone down, and getting up had never been
as easy since.

Original title: Halleholm: Lovisas val | Publication: September 2020 | Pages: 334
Senior editor: Pia Printz
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Agneta Pleijel is one of Sweden’s most
cherished authors. Since her debut
in 1970, she has been active both
as a novelist, poet and playwright.
Pleijel’s books have been translated
into a number of languages and she
has been awarded several prestigious
literary prizes.

Foto: Göran Segeholm

Her latest books are the bestselling
and critically acclaimed A Fortune
Foretold and The Scent of a Man –
both based on her own life.

Double Portrait: A
Novel About Agatha
Christie and Oskar
Kokoschka
Dubbelporträtt

Agneta Pleijel
March 1969. In only a matter of months the Americans will walk on the moon and the world will never
be the same again. A young man enters the gallery
Marlborough Fine Arts in London, which is hosting
an exhibition with Oskar Kokoschka. The young man
wants to know how much the Austrian painter will
charge to paint a portrait of his grandmother.
His grandmother turns out to be the world famous
mystery author Agatha Christie and the portrait will
be a gift for her 80th birthday. The two ageing artists
reluctantly agree to the project and during six sessions
they forge a bond, reveal the fears and desires that
shape a creative life. It becomes a conversation about
death, love and art – in whichever order you choose.

Available material: English sample
Option publisher: Karakter, Poland
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»Agneta Pleijel is a
linguistic master and an
attentive psychologist.
Nothing is superfluous,
nothing is missing. «
Göteborgs-Posten
on A Fortune Foretold

Double Portrait

From the sample translation
Mrs Christie, he begins politely.
Mr Kokoschka, she replies with a slight grimace.
I’m sure you don’t believe that our meeting is
pure chance, he says.
Of course it is. You got a commission and
decided to fulfil it. I’m not very keen on the idea
– you might as well know that from the start.
He stands up and moves the easel; he seems
rather restless. Then he takes a folded striped
apron out of his box and ties it around his waist.
It makes him look like a skinny cook. His face
reminds her of an elderly native American
Indian. Like some¬one in a story by Karl May.
Winnetou, probably.
I think we often overestimate chance, he
says. In fact everything is interdependent. It is
connected to what has happened in the past,
and it determines the future. Let us get to know
each other a little better before we start work,
Mrs Christie.
I thought all I had to do was sit still and keep
quiet.
You can change position whenever you like.
And I’m happy for you to talk.
About what, Mr Kokoschka?
Whatever comes into your mind.
Nothing comes into my mind. I don’t like being painted. End of story. And I’m not much of a
talker. But feel free to chat away if you like.
Kokoschka lights a cigarette. He offers her
a glass of whisky. She shakes her head. She has
never learned to drink whisky, although she has
tried. Nor has she ever succeeded in learning to
smoke.
Have you really tried?
I have. But you carry on drinking. And smoking. And talk as much as you want. I can never
think of any topics of conversation.
Kokoschka bursts out laughing.
Let us talk about death, love, and art, he suggests. In no particular order.
Mrs Christie can’t suppress a smile. My
grand¬son Mathew tells me that you paint characters, which sounds dreadful. Unfortunately
I’ve never seen any of your work.
Kokoschka digs around in his box and finds
the childhood photograph that Fischer gave
him, and holds it up to show her. She leans
forward and frowns, then she shakes her head,
looking less than pleased.
Yes, that’s me. A very long time ago. Let’s not
talk about death.

Then we will move on to art, Mrs Christie.
Who are you as an artist?
Mrs Christie sighs. I am deeply embarrassed,
Mr Kokoschka, that my husband and grandson
have persuaded us to do this. I am totally opposed to the idea. I write simple crime novels. My
mother-in-law, my first mother-in-law, found it
shameful. She thought I should be writing biographies of famous men instead, which would
be more appropriate for a woman. Stuff and
nonsense!
Who is an artist, Mrs Christie, if not you?
Kokoschka gazes at her from his chair, one
leg crossed over the other.
An artist? That sounds rather important,
Mrs Christie says. I assume that you are, Mr
Kokoschka. And Samuel Beckett, James Joyce,
Marcel Proust and Virginia Woolf. They are admirable, I’ve read their work. I’ve also seen some
of Beckett’s plays. Characters buried up to their
neck in sand, commenting on nothingness. All
very fine, very deep, and definitely not for me. I
have done the only thing I can do – told stories
about people.
Writing has enabled me to be left in peace.
Kokoschka notices her hands. The fingers of
her right hand are drumming on the arm of her
chair, rapidly and not entirely rhythmically. She
seems unaware of it herself, but it reflects her
irritation. The movement fascinates him.
Then let us take love, Mrs Christie. When
did the girl in the photograph fall in love for the
first time?
A hint of sorrow passes across Mrs Christie’s
face. The question is cheap, as if it came from
an old man offering a little girl sweeties during
a train journey. The kind of old man she was
constantly being warned about. She shakes her
head. Thinks for a moment, then makes her
decision.
Mr Kokoschka. Tell me about Alma Mahler. I
believe you knew her.
He is taken aback – by his own reaction too.
Alma, that really was a long time ago. He looks
down at Mrs Christie’s feet, encased in sturdy
shoes. Gets the idea that there is water pouring
over them. She is a water creature. The first
impression always holds a truth within it. Mrs
Christie’s fingers continue to drum on the arm
of the chair.
He puts the photograph back in the box.

Original title: Dubbelporträtt: en roman om Agatha Christie och Oskar Kokoschka
Publication: September 2020 | Pages: 206
Senior editor: Lisa Lindberg
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of his death and the imminent civil war, Nora
and daughter Sagal have no other choice but to
leave their homeland behind.

Your Hands Were Full of Life is a gripping
portrait of a woman before, during and after
the perilous escape. Suad Ali writes a sweeping,
vivid account of everyday life in Somalia, about
identity and displacement, about losses and new
beginnings, offering a fresh perspective on the
female refugee experience.

They end up in Sweden, where Nora tries to
create a meaningful existence for herself and
her daughter. But starting anew with nothing
turns out to be a challenge, especially for a
strong, educated woman who was once a highly
respected teacher and who finds herself cleaning
school corridors in a Swedish small-town, where
nobody understands her experiences, her background, her trauma.

Your Hands Were Full of Life
Suad Ali, born 1990 in Somalia, is a
political scientist and has worked with
migration issues for refugee agency
UNHCR. In 2018, Forbes Magazine
named her as one of Law and Policy’s
30 under 30.
Your Hands Were Full of Life is her
debut.

Your Hands Were Full of Life
Dina händer var fulla av liv

Suad Ali

Nora grows up as the oldest child of two in a
sheltered, privileged home in the Somalian city
of Baidoa. When her father is offered a job at
the hospital in Mogadishu, the family relocates
and Nora begins her high school studies. Here
she meets and falls in love with Ahmed, the
head of the student council, who also exposes her to the country’s dark underbelly – the

refugee camps, the clan feuds, the brewing
political unrest. As the 1980s turn into 1990s,
the political turmoil intensifies and a mass
exodus begins. When Ahmed is revealed as the
editor of an anti-government magazine, Nora
is forced to leave her cherished position as a
teacher and the family goes into hiding, during
which Ahmed contracts malaria. In the wake

continues >>

Available material: English sample

From the sample translation
Nora sipped the lukewarm Somali tea. The sour
aftertaste grew inside her mouth, waking up
her taste buds. She wriggled uncomfortably
and wondered whether it was worth spitting
out the last of it. The ginger and cardamom had
sliced straight through the milk. This crap is
worse than the dishwater the coffee machine
at work serves up, Nora thought, firmly putting
down the green teacup. The colour had begun to
flake off long ago. When the cup landed on the
second-hand rickety wooden table that Fardus
had helped her track down, the conversation
about Nora’s impending trip to Somalia stopped
abruptly.
“Iga daa! It burns! This is like asking for skin
cancer,” Nora said.
Fardus sighed and stopped waving the fan
made of supermarket advertising fliers over Nora’s hands. Nora could have sworn that blisters
were appearing beneath the brown henna paste.
The smell of methylated spirits stung, and her
cheeks were wet. The colour lasts longer on
brown hands this way, Fardus had assured her
before nonchalantly pouring 50 ml into the red
bowl and mixing it with the henna.
“Cancer? The Swedes really have infected
your brain with their hypochondriac theories.
They’ve got a name for every condition you can
think of.”
Fardus sought support from Amina, who
nodded.
“Sit still, Nora. We can’t keep redoing this.”
Fardus placed Nora’s hands on the newspaper

she had used to protect her baati dress. She bent
forward and filled in the henna flowers on each
palm with surgical precision, then continued
with the backs of the hands and up the arms.
Nora gazed at Fardus’s face, deep in concentration. The high cheekbones lifted the round face.
Her eyes were framed by black kohl. A faint
scent of oud reached Nora’s nostrils.
Fardus had tried to paint Nora’s hands the
previous day, but the red henna hadn’t taken.
She and Amina regarded it as a personal affront
to allow Nora to travel without, but all Nora
could think about was her mother. She glanced
at the airline tickets on the kitchen table and
wondered if she and Sagal would make it in
time.
She quickly pulled off bits of dried henna
from her hands, crying out every time she yanked out an invisible hair. A flower with distorted
petals and a stem that was much too long wound
its way up Nora’s arm. She had planned to set
off on her journey without any fuss, but the
news had spread like wildfire. The doorbell had
rung over and over again as Sandviken’s Somalis
called round to convey their best wishes. Nora’s evasive glances made them bemoan their
privileged countrymen. Those Somalis who had
the chance to visit their homeland were the last
link to the roots with which the others could no
longer be reunited. Nora tipped another spoonful of sugar into her tea before pushing the cup
away.

Original title: Dina händer var fulla av liv | Publication: October 2020 | Pages: 246
Senior editor: Lisa Lindberg
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»Västerbotten has gained yet another literary star.
This is the debut of the spring – whatever you do, don't miss it! «
– Stina Jackson

Troubled Water
Press voices

Maria Broberg (b. 1977) grew up
in Piteå but has been based in the
remote northern Swedish village of
Nedre Saxnäs for the past decade
– a place that inspired her to write
Troubled Water. She has a background
in arts journalism and today she
works with public relations and as a
freelance writer.
Troubled Water has sold more than
7 000 copies to date!

Troubled Water
Bakvatten

Maria Broberg
There rests Nilas, hidden under the moss with
frosted flowers on his cheeks. Lying next to
treacherous moorland and rapid forest streams,
the same spot where Hebbe once died. Everyone believes that Nilas has drowned, that he has
been swallowed by the Vindel River. Several
decades will pass before the spring flood reveals what really happened.

by Nilas’ disappearance in the mid-1960s,
about before and after. It is the story of Assar’s
forbidden desire for Margareta, about Håkan
who longs for a father but gains a little brother,
about Håkan’s girlfriend Petra who, many
years later, decides to dig out the truth nestling
beneath layers of age-old secrets and distressing memories. Troubled Water is a novel about
loneliness, longing, village gossip and how far
the conscience can reach.

This is the story about a handful of people
whose destinies are inexorably tied together

Available material: English sample, extensive synopsis
Rights sold to: Nagel & Kimche, Germany
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“…a magnificent story about a northern Swedish
village /… / Broberg’s writing is sinuously
beautiful, vibrant and with a foreboding tone
that provides a stark contrast to the taciturn
dialogue. In addition, she mercilessly penetrates
the psychological aspects, allowing yearning and
agony to appear completely undisguised with
both despair and crudity. At the same time,
there are examples of difficult choices made in
order to soothe loneliness and to survive /… / I
read Troubled Water without stopping and am
impressed by the smooth shifts in the complex
structure and how certain details echo throughout the whole story. It is a very powerful debut,
which makes me curious about Broberg’s next
move.” Svenska Dagbladet

can offer in terms of love /… / It is rare that a
debutant makes such a significantly epic entrance. Broberg has hereby established herself. It
certainly bodes well.” Expressen
“Troubled Water is a dramatic, intense and subtle story with a strong sense of place. Multi-faceted and polyphonic. I am deeply impressed by
Maria Broberg’s prose – the Västerbotten tonality is supremely captured – and by her ability to
portray nuanced and complex characters. I will
never be able to forget either Margareta, Håkan,
Lars or Assar.” Västerbottens-Kuriren
“Nilas’ death in the mid-1960s is the catalyst for
Maria Broberg’s debut novel Troubled Water, its
dark heart, but it is the time before and after his
short life that the story portrays: the mother’s
secret love affair, the brother’s lifelong guilt /…
/ Broberg writes with a subtle poise that feels
unusual for a debutant; she is unconcerned
with gestures, confident that the story is strong
enough. It is tempting to say that Västerbotten
literature has gained yet another tremendous
storyteller, but it may be slightly premature.
There is, however, no doubt that the region has
gained yet another tremendous story.”
Tidningen Vi

“The agonizing family saga itself is engaging
enough, and Assar and Margareta’s infatuation is
captured with reticent but acute sensitivity, but
the novel’s forte can mainly be found in the prose. Everyone knows about classic Västerbotten
authors such as Lidman, Enquist and Lindgren,
and a more recent, distinct voice like Stina Stoor
has also added remarkable linguistic flavour to
this barren part of the world. Maria Broberg is
yet another compelling voice to emerge out of
here. Her prose is deeply connected to the area
and has a natural vigor and expression, that
should make most southern writers turn green
with envy / During these Corona times many of
us have more time to read. Go ahead and please
do start with Troubled Water!” Aftonbladet

“… a convincing and resonant debut novel about
loneliness, heritage and secrets. The prose is
carefully composed, the pace smooth /… / The
Västerbotten inland, the way it is depicted by
Maria Broberg, is so powerfully present that it
feels like you’re there, breathing the same air /…
/ At the same time you don’t need to be there, of
all places. The village could be located anywhere
in Sweden, or probably in other countries for
that matter. Troubled Water is in other words
also a universal portrayal of a rural life that
many of us laptop-working, latte-drinking urbanites are rooted in only a few generations back,
during a time when the secrets were enormous
and the options small.” Borås Tidning

“At first glance it is hard to believe that Maria
Broberg, born 1977, is a debutant. In Troubled
Water it is not only an accomplished, but also
a linguistically full-fledged author, dynamic in
every single detail, that addresses the disappearance of little boy Nilas in the 1960s /… / This
portrayal of the enduring consequences of yearning, of loss, silence and incessant desire – closely guarded by two fictive characters, is mightier
than most of what modern Swedish auto-fiction

Original title: Bakvatten | Publication: March 2020 | Pages: 272
Senior editor: Gunilla Sondell
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Rolf

Press voices
the light /… / It is a fascinating portrayal, the
image of the unsympathetic, eccentric loner,
sat in his increasingly dirty flat, powerless in all
contexts except utter loneliness, and who loses
control over the slight discipline he has managed
to establish throughout his life. Lindroth finds
a perfect balance between despair and comedy
and there are several amusing elements in this
creepy story, clearly of the macabre kind.”
Värmlands Folkblad

“Malin Lindroth has written short stories, novels,
poetry and plays since the 1990s. Her breakthrough was a work of non-fiction, essay The
Spinster, published two years ago, an excellent
and important book. But the new novel, simply
named Rolf, shows that it is as a fiction writer
that she is truly outstanding. Here she applies
her sharp observational skills and her perception of the absurd gaps in human relationships
to a prose that is harshly relentless, amusing
and buoyantly lyrical at the same time /… / It is
damn creepy. The novel unfolds as a fierce thriller in a short format with very contemporary
issues burning within.” Aftonbladet
Malin Lindroth is an author, playwright and arts journalist based in
Mölndal, outside of Gothenburg.
She made her debut in 1985 with a
collection of poetry and has since
published several poetry collections
and novels. She has previously been
awarded the prestigious Aftonbladet’s
Literature Prize.
Her personal essay The Spinster
became a surprise bestseller in 2018
with more than 20 000 copies sold to
date.

“Malin Lindroth possesses a fabulous ability to
evoke unease with such a stylish expression that
you simply must keep on reading despite the
shivers it causes. With this portrayal she delves
deep into a psychological process, solidly executed and profusely well-written. The simple,
lucid style is enhanced by her exquisite use of
symbols, such as the recurring thought of pearl
divers who swim too far into underwater caves.
They may reach a point when it is too late to
return, forcing them to swim even further in,
straight into darkness, hoping that there will
be a way out somewhere along the way. Even
though it goes against human nature to dismiss

The Spinster

Malin Lindroth

Nuckan (2018)

Rolf is a substitute teacher at an adult learning
centre. He is nearly sixty years old and lives in
a flat above a corner shop. Tonight he has killed
a girl. Now he is waiting for the police to come
and relieve him of his crime. And his loneliness.

Rolf is a dark and poignant tale that both
continues and expands the investigation into
societal norms which Lindroth initiated in The
Spinster. But it is also a multi-faceted story
about a human being in all its complexity.

Malin Lindroth’s novella Rolf is a character study of a man in a flock of men, the insignificant
men in beige winter jackets who wait for the
bus every morning. It is a silent and anonymous
existence, without intimate relationships.

Malin Lindroth is 52, childless and a bachelorette since
almost thirty years. When she introduces herself as involuntarily single she receives strong reactions. She asks
herself which narratives about life outside of the couple
bubble can actually be told. Therefore she decides to
write about a personal history that is as little in demand
today as it was in the past. Lindroth wants to reclaim
the word spinster: redeem the ugly epithet and wash
the shame away. This is an act of liberation, a way to
challenge the norms that dictate our perception of the
world, as well as laying the groundwork for the all-encompassing story of love, power and relationships.

Available material: Swedish manuscript | Option publishers: Gads, Denmark • Atena, Finland • Editions
Globe, France • Piper, Germany • Bröd og Roser, Norway | Original title: Rolf | Publication: April 2020 |
Pages: 154 | Senior editor: Eva Gedin

The Spinster | Available material: English sample | Rights sold to: Gads, Denmark • Atena, Finland • Editions
Globe, France • Piper, Germany • Bröd og Roser, Norway | Original title: Nuckan | Publication: May 2018 |
Pages: 117 | Senior editor: Eva Gedin
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Rolf

“On one hand it is a really trite story that still
becomes incredibly fascinating thanks to Malin
Lindroth’s brief accounts and her addictive
prose. It is a thin little book, which would have
been quick to digest had I not frequently stopped to re-read sentences, note down quotes that
I like /… / I really appreciate Malin Lindroth’s
investigation into loneliness and empathy. Both
in The Spinster and in Rolf she uses very few
pages to address a lot of issues. Lindroth adds
colour to beige characters and thereby brings
the invisible and the insignificant out of the
shadows. “There are thousands like me. We are
all replaceable.” It is so brutal. If participation
in the flock does not mean that you are someone
in a context, but that you are a nobody among
others that don’t matter…well, then it’s hell to
be Rolf.” Sydsvenskan

Foto: Kajsa Göransson
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»Caesaria is a novel of the highest quality, and I have no doubt that
it will find readers that admire and perhaps even adore it. «
Svenska Dagbladet

Caesaria
Press voices

Hanna Nordenhök (b. 1977) lives in
Stockholm and works as a literary
and theatre critic. After two acclaimed
poetry collections, she made her
fictional debut in 2011.
Nordenhök has been awarded several
major literary honours including
prizes from the Swedish Academy and
The Nine Society (Samfundet de Nio),
as well as Göteborgs-Posten's Literary
Award in 2013.

Caesaria

Hanna Nordenhök
On a remote country estate, a renowned obstetrician keeps a young girl that he once carved
out of her mother’s body, like slicing out the
shimmering pearl from an oyster. It is the
dawn of modern gynaecology and the female
body appears like a cryptic landscape.

ment and runaway visions. From a story that is
loosely based on historical events and characters emerges a dollhouse existence, characterised by supervision and punishment, assault and
incarceration.
Caesaria is part novel, part fairy-tale, and a
story that portrays an impossible longing
for freedom through suggestive, dreamlike
imagery.

In her new novel, Hanna Nordenhök revisits
the 19th century with its disciplinary ideas and
mechanisms, among male hubris and lonely
impoverished children, among dirt, confine-

“Hanna Nordenhök’s wonderfully poetic prose creates a powerful and complex sensation,
that recalls both the Garden of Eden as well
as a pressure vessel /… / Where Hanna Nordenhök’s previous novels played out against an
identifiable reality: in Dalby, in Indonesia, in
Råby juvenile detention centre, Caesaria’s house
appears as something straight out of a fairytale,
a next-door-neighbour to Rapunzel’s and Cinderella’s castles. But here there is no liberation, no
way out. Her dilemma resembles that of Segismundo in Calderon’s 17th century drama Life
is a Dream. What is reality to those who have
grown up trapped in their own bodies, relying
upon their own senses, without any contact
with the world outside? An illusion, a dream,
a nightmare? The victim, an object for a past
apparatus of care and violence, speaks and thus
creates her own world of colours, scents, light
and sounds: frightening, alluring, full of beauty,
pain and grief. Society fades away, and what is
left is existence itself, shimmering and profound
like a black pearl.” Dagens Nyheter

“More than anything, this is a breathlessly
creepy and deeply affecting portrait of a girl’s
life, so confined and so deprived of impressions
that it’s verging on madness /… / It is unsettling
to be detained at Lilltuna for 244 pages, beyond
there and then, also beyond gender warfare and
class oppression, incarcerated in a low-level
dread, radiantly and skilfully evoked by Hanna
Nordenhök.” Göteborgs-Posten
“If it is true that the Sámis have one hundred
words for snow, Nordenhök must have one
hundred ways to describe the light of the skies.
Hanna Nordenhök writes sentences that are
intense and ambiguous, like sinister omens of
what is to come /… / The furiously beautiful
sentences and the horror that lurks underneath
them create an atmosphere that recalls Marguerite Duras’ portrayals of the intimate relationship between lust and pain.” Nordvästra Skåne
“Nordenhök is one of Sweden’s most interesting
writers. Her subdued prose and poignant stories
are truly affecting. New novel Caesaria echoes
themes and nuances from previous works, as
well as the macabre scenes and the archaically
embellished prose, but this time everything
is brought to a head – to accompany a highly
remarkable history /… / By using biblical images
and the 19th century Romantic movement’s
lyrical arabesque of feral vegetation, the elemental forces come crashing through in this both
horrific and astonishing peepshow of a novel,
in which Hanna Nordenhök successfully adds
mythological meaning to everything.”
Norrköpings Tidningar

“… I read this story primarily as a portrayal
of the vulnerable, isolated child’s gaze on a
world she is trying to figure out /… / Hanna
Nordenhök’s prose is always lucid and in each
work, consistently solemn /… / Nordenhök has
occasionally been compared to P O Enquist
and there are similar traces in Caesaria – the
most evident association, considering the 19th
century doctors’ unrestrained interest for the
female body and mind, is The Book About Blanche and Marie (2004), but there is also a hint of
Sara Stridsberg. Not only because of the descriptions of vulnerable young people in the hands
of powerful institutions, but also because of the
poetically symbolical prose. The skies and the
clouds, the birds and the trees. The calf being
pulled out of its dying mother’s body. Survival,
in a world of beauty and darkness.” Expressen

“Nordenhök portrays a miniature world where
Lilltuna almost turns into a fairy-tale castle,
with only diffuse ties to reality.” Gefle Dagblad

Original title: Caesaria | Publication: April 2020 | Pages: 248
Senior editor: Håkan Bravinger

Available material: Swedish manuscript
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Magic Love Pixie
Press voices

“Sofia Stenström’s novel Magic Love Pixie is a
potent cocktail of grief, sex addiction and malevolent love.” Kristianstadsbladet

“Sofia Stenström conveys powerful connections between grief and sex, between the love
for a mother and the longing for passion, which
makes Magic Love Pixie a brilliant read. It is
continually moving, from the child’s receptiveness towards her mother’s unconditional love
to the grown-up woman’s epiphany that some
doors must be kept shut.” Svenska Dagbladet

“The prose is physical and hypnotical, putting
the reader in an almost hallucinatory state.”
Aftonbladet
“Stenström writes with acumen and precision,
deftly swinging between magic floating and
drab, realistic renderings from Nadja’s world.”
Expressen

Sofia Stenström (b. 1978) is an author,
poet and translator. She made her
debut in 2005 with Venus Vanish,
a poetry collection. She has also
translated works by Elfriede Jelinek
and Hans Fallada into Swedish.
Magic Love Pixie is her first novel.

Magic Love Pixie
Sofia Stenström

Nadja grows up surrounded by her mother’s
unconditional love in a world inhabited by
spirits and beasts. It is a world that offers little
space for the male species – men that appear as
almost mythical creatures to Nadja.

calls himself the Demon. Nadja’s fantasies
are put into motion and she recklessly throws
herself into a complex relationship.
Following two poetry collections, Sofia Stenström returns with her first novel – an investigation of how far intimacy and love can
reach. Magic Love Pixie is both provocative and
spunky, but just as much a story about grief.
It is a novel full of spiritism, pulp literature,
deepthroating and throatsinging.

When her mother dies, Nadja wishes to recreate
the same kind of unconditional love. Together
with her best friend Angelica she explores
drugs and peculiar underground clubs. During
one of these nights she encounters a man who

Available material: English sample

Magic Love Pixie

From the sample translation
Star people might have characteristic eyes; an
extensive, personal charisma; low body temperature; an unusual blood type; one extra rib or two
that have grown together. But they can also be
unexpected children; lack a sense of belonging
to their parents; experience that their ancestors
are from another world. Maybe mom thinks
that Nadja is a key to another, better place.
That someone traded her, before mom woke
up from her anesthesia? She doesn’t see her as
a part of herself, but as something magnificent;
a being that might pronounce the substance of
life on earth in three newborn breaths: Kakika!
According to mom it’s Japanese for I love you.
A moment later she mumbles: If I die I want
to be born again as your child, I want to rest in
your sweet belly, as you did in mine. She leans
in from behind Nadja and sucks her left earlobe
into her mouth, quick as a whip. Besides those
lips suckling Nadja’s ear (no milk), mom is Ninny (with milk) and Ginny (gone dry). Democritus claims that everything in the Universe is
made up by either emptiness or small particles
that sometimes randomly cluster together into
a leaking breast. Nadja suckles mom’s breasts
while a western plays, filled with red, whirling
sand.

Her mouth comes first. Mom’s naked mouth.
Nadja turns her face up to her and waits. Mom’s
face is so soft and her lips are always ready for
kisses. Nude, with cheap jeans and an angora
sweater; covered with deep pink or violet. The
make-up is applied outside the natural borders
of the mouth, and makes it grotesque. Her lips
smack and suck the last of the sauce from her
finger in slow motion. Her shadow is like the
night in the bright mid-day heat, her lips are
parted – pink, shiny, the finest among tens of
thousands – the lipstick always at hand. One day
she grabs it and, determined, she paints Nadja’s
slightly thinner mouth with the same shock
pink tint: See, the men turn to look at you! Her
eyes are always filled with love when she looks
at Nadja. Even her anger is diluted in warm fruit
punch. She wants the world to look at Nadja the
same way she does. Mom vows time and time
again that dad also cares for Nadja. Every time
he lets her down she says: Dad loves you very
much. And her fingers slowly run down Nadja’s
bare back. Warm and slightly rough to her skin
she counts her ribs. Beside them Star People is
spread out with the checklist for extraterrestrial
qualities. Mom is hoping that it will turn out
that Nadja is from space, and when the number
of ribs is the same as for humans she starts over.

Original title: Magic Love Pixie | Publication: January 2020 | Pages: 239
Senior editor: Håkan Bravinger
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»David Lagercrantz has
proven that he deserves both
attention and respect«
Dagens Nyheter

Rekke #1-3 rights sold to:
Companhia das Letras, Brazil
Viking, Canada
Profil, Croatia
Euromedia, Czech Rep.
Politiken, Denmark
Varrak, Estonia
WSOY, Finland
Heyne, Germany
Marsilio, Italy
Zvaigzne, Latvia
Alma, Lithuania
Signatuur/AW Bruna, NL
Gyldendal, Norway
Wielka & Storytel, Poland
Porto, Portugal
Trei, Romania
Vulkan, Serbia
Ikar, Slovak Rep.
Planeta, Spanish & Catalan (world)
MacLehose/Quercus, UK & Comm.
Alfred A. Knopf, USA

»This story brims with the best I’ve learned from my career as a journalist
and an author; from popular science, murder mysteries and biographies. I
am so looking forward to building my own universe, where I will be flirting
with my childhood heroes: Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson. «
– David Lagercrantz

Rekke #1

David Lagercrantz
as he is about to jump in front of a train. To her
astonishment, the man is Professor Rekke. Micaela takes him to his home – not the grand house
anymore, but a large, lonely flat with hardly any
furniture in it. Both his marriage and his life are
in shambles.

A football referee is found beaten to death after
a reserve league match. Micaela Vargas, a young
police officer, is assigned a place in the investigational team. The evidence appears solid, but the
man arrested for the murder denies to having
committed the assault. The Chief of Police advises the team to speak to Professor Hans Rekke,
whose lectures on interrogational techniques
have earned him quite a reputation.

Under her close supervision, Rekke’s health
slowly improves. One day he tells her, out of the
blue, that the murdered football referee from
her old case had been a monster. Micaela reacts
with strong disbelief, but Rekke’s words spark
a flame in her and she re-opens the murder
investigation. And soon enough, everything she
took for granted no longer seems so certain.

They seek out Rekke at his grand family home
in a posh suburb. Inside, there are books and expensive art everywhere, and Vargas finds herself
intimidated by the exclusive environment. The
hawk-like Rekke is acting distracted and erratic,
and without hardly looking at them, he points
out major flaws in their investigation.

She is skilled, strong, and street-smart. He is
disoriented, unpractical, but with an x-ray
vision when it comes to solving mysteries. Both
are haunted by their past: she by the fate of her
criminal brother; he by his acute depressions
following manic periods of brilliance. The two
couldn’t be more different, but together they
complete one another and form a team with a
remarkable ability to solve the unsolvable.

At first Vargas regards him as a sham, but not
long thereafter the whole case falls to pieces;
what Rekke told them turned out to be true.

Foto: Anna-Lena Ahlström

David Lagercrantz
David Lagercrantz’ (b. 1962) breakthrough as a
novelist was Fall of Man in Wilmslow, a fictionalised novel about the British mathematician
Alan Turing.

(2015) became a global publishing phenomenon
with simultaneous publication in 27 countries,
and was followed by The Girl Who takes an
Eye for an Eye (2017) and – Lagercrantz’ final
book in the Millennium series – The Girl Who
Lived Twice (2019). The Millennium series has
so far sold 100 million copies to date and has
topped the international bestseller charts all
over the world.

The biography I am Zlatan, written together
with international football star Zlatan Ibrahimovic, was published in 2011. With 500 000
hardcover copies sold in less than two months,
it is the fastest selling book in Sweden to date,
and has sold millions of copies worldwide.

The first book in Lagercrantz’ new Rekke series
will be published by Norstedts in Autumn 2021,
and rights have already been sold to several
territories.

In 2013, Lagercrantz was asked to write a
free-standing sequel to Stieg Larsson’s Millennium Trilogy. The Girl in the Spider's Web

Available material: English synopsis
For more info: linda.altrovberg@norstedts.se • catherine.mork@norstedts.se
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The murder remains unsolved, and the years
pass. Micaela continues working within the
police force but has fallen out of grace because
of her criminal younger brother. One evening,
after a late night out, Micaela saves a man just

»I have rarely met an author who can weave such intricate and intelligent
plots, and with the same brilliance manage to paint deep and fascinating
personal portraits. With his wide-ranging writing background I can’t wait to
dive into his new, very own crime story. This is something we’ve talked about
for a long while, and finally this new adventure can begin! «
– Eva Gedin

First book to be published: Autumn 2021 | Pages: ca 400
Senior editor: Eva Gedin
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Dagens Nyheter

Master of Dolls
Press voices
Foto: Kajsa Göransson

PSYCHOLOGICAL THIRLLER / TECH

»An eerily believable thriller about what could actually happen,
pretty soon. «

Master of Dolls
Dockfabriken

Lena Karlin & Åsa Schwarz
A thrilling and astonishing crime novel on artificial
intelligence. New author duo Karlin & Schwarz poses
important questions about what defines a human
being and where to draw the line for what is ethically
acceptable.
Renowned Robotics Scientist Heinrich Becker and
his ground-breaking invention, a robot named Adam,
are kidnapped. Alex Lindhage from the National
Intelligence Service is assigned to the case. During an
interrogation with Becker’s colleague Clara he realises
that their working relationship is strongly characterised by competition and he suspects that she may be
hiding something.
Assisted by Becker’s wife Nora, Alex tries to figure out
who is responsible for the kidnapping and the number
of suspects is increasing by the day. What was Becker
really involved in? As Alex puts the pieces together,
he discovers an image of the successful scientist that is
far more shocking than he could ever expect.
Master of Dolls is a riveting crime novel that also
investigates moral dilemmas surrounding robots and
humanity.

Available material: English sample & extensive synopsis
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Lena Karlin has translated more than
a hundred novels, including works by
Dan Brown and Ken Follett.

“In Master of Dolls we are introduced to renowned Robotics Scientist Heinrich Becker who is a
fundamental figure in his area of expertise and
who has successfully created robot Adam, who
gives an uncannily human impression during
interviews, with witty remarks accompanied
by fifty-six pre-programmed facial expressions.
The abilities are both frightening and fascinating – and the product is popular to say the least.
When Adam is stolen during a burglary at the
university and Professor Becker appears to have
been kidnapped, the Security Service get involved and a ferocious pursuit begins. Becker’s wife
Nora, rivalling colleagues and international corporations with specific interests are all investigated while time is running out. It is exciting
from the first page to the last with a plot that
knows how to persuade and trick the reader. But
the authors also want to say something about
our relationship to artificial intelligence and
throughout the story a thought rears its head:
What may actually happen if advanced technology and this type of knowledge would come in
to the wrong hands? Master of Dolls is set in an
implicit future, but it feels uncomfortably close.
In a postface Karlin and Schwarz explain how
they want to increase our awareness concerning
these issues and present a number of suggestions
that would make us better prepared. It is worth
reading this part as well; the fictive story offers
easy-going entertainment but the topic is based
on reality. We shall hear from this duo soon
again.” Göteborgs-Posten

“Åsa Schwarz has previously written several
works about the security hazards in modern
society, and together with Lena Karlin, mostly
known as a translator, she has created an eerily
believable thriller about what could actually
happen, pretty soon. And how dangerous it can
be when you are a much too innovative scientist.” Dagens Nyheter
“Guess if I was surprised when I was hooked
from the first page. And thought the robot
Adam was both charming and entertaining.
This is a crime novel completely unlike the
ones I usually read. It not only deals with technology, science and robots, but it also raises a
lot of questions about ethics and moral within
the scientific advancement /… / Master of Dolls
is a well-written, entertaining and clever crime
novel that pleasantly surprised me. The plot is
completely unpredictable and makes you want
to carry on reading to learn what happens /… /
Master of Dolls directly qualifies as one of the
Favourites of the Year and it was totally superior
to everything else I read this month and thus
becomes The Best Book of May.” Boklysten
(book blog)
“The story is told with wit and confidence, including well deployed cliffhangers but without
speculative scenes of violence. The plot is solid
and the characters are sharply portrayed. Alex is
a likable and sound police investigator without a
macho attitude.” Bibliotekstjänst (4/5)

Åsa Schwarz has previously published
several suspense novels and is often
hired as a media expert on IT security
and artificial intelligence.
Watch a video with Karlin & Schwarz by holding up your mobile phone
camera against this QR code.

Original title: Dockfabriken | Publication: May 2020 | Pages: 388
Senior editor: Erika Degard
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» Christian Unge describes the hospital environment better than
anyone else in Sweden, and Tekla is a razor-sharp character who injects me
with lots of thrills. Do not miss! «
– Jens Lapidus

CRIME FICTION

Hell and High Water
(Tekla #1)
Går genom vatten, går
genom eld

Foto: Magnus Liam Karlsson

Christian Unge
Christian Unge (b. 1972), works as
senior physician, specializing in
internal medicine, and also runs a
popular podcast about medicine. In
2018, If I Have a Bad Day Someone
Might Die was published, an openhearted account of his medicinal
experience from Africa and Sweden.
A Grain of Truth is the second part in
the Tekla series, which also includes
the spin-off title Ambulance 906 in
audio original. Norstedts has sold
more than 78 000 copies of Unge’s
books to date.

A Grain of Truth (Tekla #2)
Ett litet korn av sanning

Christian Unge

A woman is found wandering the corridors at
Nobel Hospital, accompanied by a little boy.
She appears to be looking for an older man who
was involved in a car accident earlier in the day.
In one of the emergency rooms, Tekla Berg is
fighting to save a seriously injured person from
the same car accident. The ensuing chaos is
nothing anyone could ever have predicted and
the events puzzle both the hospital staff, the
police and everyone else involved.

Hospital Director Monica Carlsson has moved
up a gear in her attempt to privatise Nobel
Hospital with the launch of a controversial
liver transplant unit and the recruitment of
star surgeon Klas Nyström. Meanwhile, Tekla
has become obsessed with the mystery surrounding the woman and the little boy. The
boy’s identity remains unknown and there are
no traces to his past. What she eventually finds
will be beyond belief.

Available material: Swedish manuscript & English synopsis | Option publishers: see next page
Original title: Ett litet korn av sanning | Publication: May 2020 | Pages: ca 350
Senior editor: Håkan Bravinger
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Tekla Berg works as an emergency physician at the
Nobel Hospital in Stockholm. With her unorthodox and
intuitive approach she copes well under pressure. She
also makes bold decisions that may potentially jeopardize her career as well as the lives and health of the
patients. What most of her colleagues don’t know
is that Tekla has an uncanny sense for details – an
intense photographic memory that is both a blessing
and a curse. She desperately tries to control it through
self-medicating with amphetamine.
But work is not the only thing on Tekla’s mind. Her
beloved brother Simon has mysteriously vanished, and
her thoughts keep returning to her troubled childhood.
A massive explosion rips through an apartment building, causing a large fire, and puts the city on emergency
alert. Everything points towards a potential terrorist
attack with many casualties. Tekla is one of the first to
arrive at the scene where she rescues a man with severe
burns to his face and body. It is suspected that he may
be among the terrorists, but there is also something
eerily familiar about him, something that evokes her
most private memories.
The fire causes a domino effect that will soon involve
both the board at the hospital, the police as well as
criminal elements. Not least the powerful patriarch
Victor Umarov whose family empire is threatened by
the events set in motion.

Rights sold to:
Albatros, Czech Republic
Helios, Estonia
Tammi, Finland
Btb, Germany
Forlagid, Iceland
Helios, Latvia
Balto, Lithuania
Luitingh Sijthoff, Netherlands
Wielka Litera, Poland
MacLehose Press/Quercus,
UK (World English)
TV/Film rights sold to:
FLX

Available material: full English translation & English synopsis
Original title: Går genom vatten, går genom eld | Publication: April 2019 | Pages: 412
Senior editor: Håkan Bravinger
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Wilderäng

500 000+
copies sold!

Foto: Sören Håkanlind

SCI-FI / MILITARYNEW
/ SPECULATIVE
• THRILLER

Marviken Accounting Department – a mix of spy
novel, action thriller and science fiction with
historical elements – takes the reader from the
fields of Poltava, through the savage battles of
WWII and the secrets of the cold war, to a contrafactive Sweden where everything is at stake.

Marviken
Accounting
Department

Redovisningsavdelningen
Marviken

Lars Wilderäng

Thor works at the most secret department of the
Swedish security services, doing so called ‘wet works’.
His missions are completely illegal and must never
reach public knowledge. By relying on information
from a top secret source who almost magically always
seem to have just the right information, they are able
to avert planned terrorist attacks time and time again.
When Thor tries to investigate the source, it leads him
to an even more secret organisation: Marviken Accounting Department. An organisation whose work
prove to be something far beyond his wildest expectations. Soon he finds himself tangled up in a conspiracy so immense that it has altered the very foundations
Sweden is built upon.
But Sweden has many old grudges and enemies, who
will stop at nothing to reach their objectives.

continues >>

Available material: Swedish manuscript
Option publishers: Hoi, Denmark • Jalava, Finland

Lars Wilderäng (b. 1970) is a full-time
author. His great interest in politics
and societal issues shines through in
his successful books The Darkness
of Midwinter (2011), The Dawn of
Midsummer (2013), The Star Trilogy
(2015-2016), Autumn Sun (2017),
Autumn Rain (2018) and The Drop
(2019).
Marviken Accounting Department has
sold more than 20 000 copies since its
publication in May. Wilderäng’s books
have together sold more than
500 000 copies in Sweden.

Marviken Accounting Department
Press voices

“Prolific Lars Wilderäng has, since his debut
in 2011, published works of non-fiction as well
as novels verging between thriller and science
fiction. In his fabulous suspense novel Marviken
Accounting Department, anti-terror agent Thor
is recruited as a director of a secret military
operation with a mission to disarm threats from
foreign powers. Via a remarkable time travel
device, our hero and his companions have the
ability to move through space and time, and
thereby changing our mutual history /… / With
Marviken Accounting Department Wilderäng
cooks up a sharp, interchanging spy plot containing some of the genre’s most classic ingredients
– surprising turns, intricate false paths, thrilling
cliff-hangers, as well as several action scenes of a
cinematic standard – which should impress even
spy novel nestor Jan Guillou.”
Bibliotekstjänst (4/5)

“The time has come for Sweden’s Tom Clancy
– Lars Wilderäng – to release a new thriller. I
can reveal that I spent two days of intensive and
pleasurable reading. The author has a unique
gift for putting me under a spell with his stories
and thereby delivering a powerful reading experience /… / I give Marviken Accounting Department an impressive 4 out of 5! A book that you
find yourself missing once it is finished.” Daniel
Gunnarsson, Litteraturmagasinet (book blog)
“Surprising, uncompromising and rewarding
/… / As I finish listening, I can only conclude
that the author has knocked together a rather
brilliant story. It is inspiring that someone has
the guts to aim so high and pull it off to boot.”
Samuel Karlsson, Deckarlogg (book blog)
“In conclusion I find that Lars Wilderäng follows
up the terrific and realistic The Drop with yet
another interesting book. Above all it is the
thought experiment about a Swedish Empire in
our time and the reader’s own values that have
an impact on the experience itself and also provokes reflection where the answers are individual /… / It helps if you appreciate thrillers or sci-fi
but this is an intriguing twist on what has long
been Wilderäng’s trademark and the fact that he
knows this also makes it an entertaining read.”
Lundkvists Logement (book blog)

“I promise, this imaginative, distinctive and
intriguing title will explain itself in the book.
It is not as strange as it sounds /… /In this book
the author’s imagination has been allowed to
run wild. The scenario with time travel is nifty
and thought-provoking. I have absolutely no
problems with Wilderäng’s prose, besides the
weapon abbreviations. He is very skilled at building suspense.” DAST Magazine
“Wilderäng has a distinctive style, in the most
positive terms, and I love how he moves in wild
circles in this one /… / It is well-written, imaginative and really clever. And with plenty of
suspense /… / I sincerely hope that we will be
invited on at least one more adventure seeing
that I have learned to appreciate Thor.” Peter
Westberg, Authorwestberg (book blog)

“Surprising, uncompromising and rewarding
/… / As I finish listening, I can only conclude
that the author has knocked together a rather
brilliant story. It is inspiring that someone has
the guts to aim so high and pull it off to boot.”
Samuel Karlsson, Deckarlogg (book blog)

Original title: Redovisningsavdelning Marviken | Publication: May 2020 | Pages: 437
Senior editor: Jennifer Lindström
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Skuggspelet (2019)

A woman has gone missing under mysterious circumstances. and everything indicates that she has been kidnapped. Meanwhile, a body washes ashore in the little
fishing village Lerviken. It is in bad condition, with
severe corrosive injuries and the victim cannot be identified. Clearly someone is trying to cover their tracks.

Foto: Kajsa Göransson

Anna Bågstam (b. 1977) works as a
lawyer at the Swedish Parliament.
She lives with her family in a suburb
of Stockholm.
Bågstam made her sensational
debut in 2017 with the audio serial
Stockholm Psycho, which was
later shortlisted for the Crimetime
Specsavers Award for Best Crime
Debut. The Darkman is the third part
in Bågstam's Lerviken series, featuring
the highly likeable civil investigator
Harriet Vesterberg.

Mörkermannen (Lerviken #3)

Anna Bågstam

On a personal level, Harriet’s relationship
with Rikard is still strained and her charming
colleague Elias gives her cryptic hints. But soon
there is little time to contemplate romance, as
her father Eugen becomes seriously ill. At the
same time as the investigation intensifies, Harriet tries to find out who may be helping him
on the inside. The truth turns out to be more
surprising than she expected.

Available material: Swedish manuscript | Option publishers: see next page
Original title: Mörkermannen | Publication: November 2020 | Pages: 400
Senior editor: Erika Degard
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The Eyewitness
Ögonvittnet (2018)

Harriet is a young civil investigator who decides to leave
Stockholm behind for the small village of Lerviken on
the South Coast. Feeling a little lost and unlucky in love,
she is hoping that a change of scenery will be the positive injection she needs so desperately. Harriet moves in
with her father and takes up a position with the local
police department.

The Darkman

A rapist with a specific modus operandi is
spreading fear in Landskrona, and Harriet and
her colleagues are assigned to the case. Coincidentally, Harriet stumbles over several old cases
which seem to be connected to the new crimes.
She realises that the earlier investigations have
been sabotaged and evidence points to her own
team.

Civil investigator Harriet Vesterberg works ferociously
to find the perpetrator. At the same time she is keeping
a close eye on her forgetful father Eugen, and struggling with the frail relationship with attorney Rikard
Svärd, whose polished exterior hides a secret. Harriet’s
boss, Margareta Bladh, initiates a collaboration with an
ambitious local politician, who turns out to be a bigot.
Soon, Harriet find herself in a desperate fight against
the clock, facing the choice to break the rules or follow
them, with devastating consequences as a result.

When a wealthy woman is found brutally murdered at
her estate, followed by the discovery of her critically
injured husband in a container, Harried is pulled into a
complex investigation. Suddenly Lerviken has lost its
former innocence and all the familiar faces from her
childhood appear as potential suspects. Could the killer
in fact be someone she knows?

Option publishers/Rights sold to: Metafora, Czech Republic • Rahva Raamat, Estonia • Btb, Germany • Holnap, Hungary • Marsilio, Italy • Panta, Norway • Eksmo, Russia • Planeta, Spain
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CRIME FICTION

The Shadow Players

General
Non-fiction

Per Naroskin is a psychologist,
psychotherapist and well-known
Swedish radio personality. He has
previously published books on
popular science, as well as a novel.
Foto: Kajsa Göransson

POPULAR SCIENCE / CULTURE

Göran Everdahl is a journalist, author
and film critic with a significant
background in Swedish Public Service.
He has published several works of
non-fiction, including The Book of
Lagom which was translated into nine
languages.

Smile: A Field Guide
Leenden – En fälthandbok

Göran Everdahl & Per
Naroskin
Our smiles are an unmatched social lubricant. At the
right time it can save an uncomfortable social situation, but a nasty grin can also be used as a well-aimed
attack. Our smiles are nothing but an emotional
commodity! Here is the indispensable field guide that
introduces us to the plethora of ambiguous smiles and
more importantly, how to recognise the real and the
fake varities.
Göran Everdahl and Per Naroskin poses questions
such as: Which of the face’s 53 different muscles are
needed to produce a smile? Why does nobody like a
sycophant? Why are so many of us afraid of clowns?
Why is it so difficult to smile on command? What is
the point of dimples and how come a blissful smile is
so scary?
Scientific facts are interspersed with cultural history
and eye-openers which make it impossible not to smile. Join this exhilarating journey from old Etruscan
statues to the devoutly smiling robots of the future.

»Yes, it is truly one of
those coffee table books
that you can leave out
for your guests«
Mariestads-Tidningen
about The Book of Lagom

Available material: English sample
Option publishers: Smart Books, Bulgaria • W.E Time DigiTech, China • Euromedia, Czech Republic • Random
House, Germany • Jaffa, Hungary • Sejong Books, Korea • Muza, Poland • AST, Russia • Evro Book, Serbia
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Original title: Leenden: En fälthandbok | Publication: October 2020 | Pages: 184
Senior editor: Cecilia Kerstell
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Foto: People’s Press/PR

He has previously co-authored a book
about personal efficiency. After having
spent thousands of Danish kroner on
psychologists and self-development
books, he came across Stoicism,
which he has worked actively to
implement in his own life ever since.

In addition, this is also a personal book, where
the author shares his embarrassing experiences from an anti-stoic life and tells us how he
nowadays tries to put philosophy into practice
in both his professional and private life.

It’s Not All About You
Press voices

110 mm

141 mm

19 mm

It’s Not All About You
Foto: Ulrik Jantzen

“LIVET ER KORT - FRUGTEN AF
DETTE LIV ER EN GOD KARAKTER OG
HANDLINGER FOR DET FÆLLES BEDSTE.”
Marcus Aurelius

Using principles from antiquity
for a life with peace of mind,
freedom and meaning

Aldrig har vi været rigere og tryggere og haft flere muligheder her i den vestlige
verden, men samtidig er mange plaget af stress, angst og depression. Nye spørgs
mål kalder på svar:

Hvordan finder du mening i en verden, hvor kampen for overlevelse er afløst af

NIELS OVERGAARD

(født 1981) er hverdagsstoiker, småbørnsfar, uddannet
journalist og arbejder som chef for bæredygtighed i

PFA. Har tidligere været medforfatter til en bog om

226 mm

PHILOSOPHY / PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT / MANAGEMENT

and explains how they can be implemented to
handle modern challenges such as social media,
smartphones, a busy working life and an irrational fear of terrorism in order to give you a life
with peace of mind, freedom and meaning. But
be prepared: this is not a philosophy that takes
the softly-softly approach.

Niels Overgaard (b. 1981) is an
everyday stoic and a father of
small children. He is a journalist by
education and currently works as
Head of Sustainability at the largest
commercial pension fund in Denmark

personlig effektivitet. Han har brugt tusindvis af kroner

Niels Overgaard
på psykologer og selvudviklingsbøger, inden han stødte

idéen om selvrealisering? Hvordan navigerer du i de nærmest uendelige muligheder og udfordringer, det moderne liv byder på?

Der er forbavsende relevante svar på de spørgsmål i den stoiske filosofi, der har
sin oprindelse i antikken. Gennem to årtusinder har den hjulpet mennesker til at
håndtere alt fra paladsintriger til krigsfangelejre.

på stoisk filosofi, som han de seneste par år har arbejdet

I bogen vil du på en jordnær, underholdende, provokerende og praktisk anvende

målrettet på at integrere i sit liv.

lig måde blive introduceret til den stoiske filosofi. Journalist Niels Overgaard op
daterer klassiske dyder som selvbeherskelse, disciplin og visdom til nutiden, og
du vil blive klogere på, hvordan de kan bruges til at håndtere moderne udford
ringer som sociale medier, smartphones, et travlt arbejdsliv og irrationel terror
frygt på en måde, der giver dig mulighed for et liv med sindsro, frihed og mening.

Despite the ongoing global pandemic, the Western
world has never been richer or safer or had more
opportunities, but at the same time many of us are
experiencing negative stress, anxiety and depression.
Our modern lifestyle has created new questions
which call for answers: How do you find meaning in
the world, when the struggle for survival has been
replaced with the idea of self-realization? How do you
navigate among the almost infinite opportunities and
challenges available to us?

Men vær forberedt: Det er ikke en filosofi, der stryger dig med hårene.

141 mm

UNCOATED STOCK

BESTSELLER – NU I 9. OPLAG
”Befriende originale budskaber”

”En fremragende bog”

««««««

««««««

Berlingske

børsen

NIELS OVERGAARD

DET HELE
HANDLER
IKKE
OM DIG

DET HELE HANDLER IKKE OM DIG er også en personlig bog, hvor forfatteren

Antikke principper for et liv med

deler ud af sine pinagtige erfaringer fra et antistoisk liv og fortæller om, hvordan

sindsro, frihed og mening

han i dag forsøger at omsætte filosofien til handling i både arbejds og privatlivet.
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Surprisingly, you can find relevant answers to these
questions in the philosophy of Stoicism, which dates
back to antiquity. For two thousand years it has helped
people cope with everything from palace intrigues to
war prison camps.
It’s Not All About You is an entertaining, provocative
and practically applicable introduction to Stoicism.
Journalist Niels Overgaard presents the updated
classic virtues of self-control, discipline and wisdom,

110 mm

» 6 stars to superb
self-help book: A life
without resistance is
a life in coma «

FEM STOISKE
PRINCIPPER FOR
DET MODERNE LIV

Fokusér på det, du kan kontrollere
Succes er at gøre det rigtige
Selvdisciplin gør dig fri
Døden er din ven
Det hele handler ikke om dig

“It’s Not All About You is an excellent book,
where not only leaders can draw inspiration
from the antique principles for a life with peace
of mind, freedom and meaning /.../ The book
is well-written, short and personal. This means
that the book becomes uncommonly authentic.
Niels Overgaard’s own experience is a bearing
element. Here we get very close. It’s Not All
About You is the best management book I have
read in 2020. /…/
One principle stands out in particular; the
fourth principle about death. With the frightening headline ‘Death Is Your Friend’. Followed
by a new personal headline with an edge; ‘The
Day My Father Died’. The two headlines demonstrates how the whole book is constructed. The
ongoing ping-pong between the more philosophical and the everyday. Death in the family is
something, that always leaves marks. But there
may be comforting words here to find, for those
in mourning /…/
It’s Not All About You is not necessarily a management book. It is much more than that, but
the top boss who struggles with a cumbersome
board, demotivated middle management and the
feeling that the number of conflicting interests
increases all the time, can find a lot of knowledge and inspiration here. But the target group is
not limited to business people. It is a book with
broad appeal, that also others can read with
great benefit. Børsen ****** (6/6)

“The self-help books of today are filled with
commercial assaults on Kierkegaard, Heidegger
and the old Greeks. That does not apply to Niels
Overgaard’s It’s Not All About You, which using
five special principles from stoicism and a skinless reflection manages to combine the genre
with philosophy in a rare manner. /…/ With
Niels Overgaard there isn’t a shadow of irony –
on the contrary the self-help format is carried
through completely. The advices are practical,
unpretentious and easy to understand, and nevertheless a remarkably low level of banalities.
For example, he suggests, that we shall be
constructively unattached to our work. It is not
our identity; it is just a job. You should of course
make yourself useful, but the world doesn’t end
if you don’t succeed. /…/ It is an extraordinarily well-functioning book. Possibly foremost
because Niels Overgaard doesn’t try to prove
anything. He has a message he wants to deliver,
and therefore the text is cut sharp as a knife,
and we are pretty much excused from references
to irrelevant popular literature. /…/ It’s Not All
About You is an extremely successful self-help
book, that sticks completely to its genre, but
with liberatingly original ideas.”
Berlingske Tiderne ****** (6/6)

Berlingske Tiderne

continues >>
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form a choir of voices echoing through time.
The book portrays a hard life: reindeer lost on
the way as they run north towards their known

lands, children that are left behind with relatives. Sorrow that is stilled, yet lives on in new
generations.

Sirdolaččat
Press voices

Elin Anna Labba is a journalist and
was previously the editor-in-chief of
magazine Nuorat. Today she works
for the Sámi Authors’ Centre, with a
mission to strengthen and emphasise
Sámi literature.
Elin Anna Labba hails from a family
that lived on a land that was seized by
the authorities. This is her way to tell
her own family’s story.
Sirdolaččat was published as a magnificent work and has sold more than
10 000 copies to date.

Sirdolaččat

The Deportation of the Northern Sámi

Elin Anna Labba

One hundred years ago, the Swedish and Norwegian governments came to an agreement
regarding the nomadic people in the north.
The settlement, referred to as a dislocation by
the authorities, initiated a long period of deportations of reindeer-keeping Northern Sámi
from their homes in Norway to new lands in
Sweden, and in Finland.

In the Sámi language it gives rise to a new word
– bággojohtin – forced displacement. Or sirdolaččat, as the older generation call themselves
afterwards, meaning the displaced. The first
ones that are forced away leave their homes in
the belief that they will soon return.
Elin Anna Labba has collected stories, photographs, letters and yoik lyrics, that together

“Journalist Elin Anna Labba has written a painful book, where the wounds are wide open even
after a century. The sorrow echoes in the old people’s stories, in the illiterates’ shaky signatures
on documents, in the faces on the photographs.
/…/ This is a book devoted to their voices, Elin
Anna Labba’s own ancestors and other deportees. Those who joiked the mountains, the rivers,
the stones, but fell silent in the new country.
While working on the book some of those she
was supposed to interview pass away. She erases
her questions, no one else knows what they
knew.” ++++ Aftonbladet Söndag

“Sirdolaččat is a dirge crucial for us to hear. Created from hours of listening to short narrations,
memory fragments, joik and through her own
reading. The people on the many photographs
look tense and worried; what will happen is the
question you can read in their furrowed faces.
And like other indigenous people, the land is
not only ground with stones, heights and trees,
but most of nature has a meaning and is part
of the soul. And therefore painful to leave /… /
And it is obvious: history is never fully written.”
Norrländska Socialdemokraten
“Labba intersperses testimonials, the frustration over everything that has already been
lost, archive photos, joiks, and governmental
documents, with her own voice. A voice that
conjures up the time when the Sámi had their
soul, body, context, reindeer herds – everything
– torn away from the land where they were
living. And what a voice she has. A while ago I
wrote how contemporary Swedish literature will
probably never see a new Vilhelm Moberg. But
Sápmi has gotten its very own Toni Morrison.
Labba writes in the language of the masters, but
she makes it feel like it belongs to her and her
ancestors, as you are forced to do when even the
words have been stolen from your mouth. And
like Morrison, she doesn’t do it for vengeance,
but as an attempt to heal some of all that have
been broken by oppression and despair. Labba
reclaims, recreates, restores everything that
have been muted by sorrow for far too long.
She seamlessly interlaces Sámi notions, and the
language flows across the pages like a crystal
clear creek. /… / A big thank you to Norstedts
for publishing a book that should be handed out
in every school. And Elin Anna Labba must win
the August Prize for best non-fiction title this
year.” Svenska Dagbladet

“Elin Anna Labba also succeeds in visualising the
human aspects of history. She has gotten the oldest generation to testify before it is too late, in
line with the movement of indigenous people all
over the world, reclaiming their past. I read with
a knot in my stomach. /… / Despite the book’s
heart-rendering content I am enjoying the fact
that the material is so elegantly rendered (which
also goes for the design). The author sheds light
over history, manners and customs, while using
distinctive, picturesque descriptions of nature
and emotions.” Dagens Nyheter
“In the same way that Nobel laureate Svetlana
Aleksievitj uses many voices to tell a panoramic, shared story, Elin Anna Labba allows the
personal destinies to become a history that is
individually perceived, but also collective and
universal. With a lyrical, stark prose she writes,
powerfully and urgently, a Sámi Song of Solomon to all of those who were forced to leave
their homes and their context. It is a fantastic book – both narratively and linguistically,
but also in terms of layout and design, and an
indisputable August Prize candidate when the
nominations for the best Swedish book of 2020
are revealed.” Folkbladet Västerbotten

continues >>
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In Olfactory Indulgence, Jenny Lantz tracks the
development of the contemporary perfume
scene and the dedicated movement around it.
By interviewing key figures around the world
she gives us unique insights into a secretive
world, and searches for the essence of scents
and perfume houses alike. We learn about the
characteristics of specific notes and fragrance

families, and how to explore niche fragrances
and iconic scents at home.
By directing a sharp lens on one of the most
important pop-cultural expressions of the 2010s,
Jenny Lantz tells us something larger about our
time – about individualization, consumerism
and the intense hunt for experiences.

Olfactory Indulgence
Press voices
Jenny Lantz has a background as
an Associate Professor in business
administration at the Stockholm
School of Economics, and as an
Associate Professor in Fashion Studies
at Stockholm University. She has also
been a fellow researcher at Harvard
University. She has written books
on the fashion industry and edited
an anthology by female researchers
about their strategies in a maledominated workplace. Currently
Jenny Lantz is working as a consultant
and she is also starting up a perfume
society.

Olfactory Indulgence

Exploring the Rise of Contemporary Perfumery

Jenny Lantz

Archaeological digs and ancient texts bear
witness to the existence of perfumes in some
of the earliest human civilizations, as a means
to ward off odours but also as a way to enhance
one’s personality. From burnt resin in ancient
Egypt, to sulphur and essential oils in Medieval
Europe. In the 20th century the modern perfume industry boomed, and gradually came to
focus on marketing and packaging, celebrities
and fashion houses.

However, over the last two decades the niche
brands have completely transformed the world
of perfumery. The perfumers have stepped into
the limelight, and social media has made it easier to discuss and engage in perfumes. Where
other lines of retail face the death of the high
street, the perfume shops are thriving. Fragrances – so intimate yet so hard to describe – have
become a way of socializing.

continues >>

“The present of the month is perhaps a book
about fragrance, perfect for those who temporarily lost the sense of smell this spring. When the
nose is back in action we delve into Olfactory
Indulgence where Associate Professor in Fashion
Studies, Jenny Lantz shares her solid knowledge
about scents and their sensual history. What
is the essence of the scents? What secrets are
stored in the exclusive and confidential world of
perfumery? A lavish read that boosts the zest
for life.” M-Magasin

perfume industry. Author Jenny Lantz also sets
out to find the answer as to why our interest for
perfumes has increased so much.” Femina
“Lantz observes how the world of perfumery
appears to work like the music industry used
to: it is possible to be a sell-out – in what other
cultural domain could you be accused of that in
this day and age? And she is also pretty accurate
when she explains how niche perfumes are so
timely seeing that they are balancing between
the new trend of making things and the old
trend of buying things /… / The entries from the
get-togethers where she and some of her friends
smell and discuss perfumes divided into different groups are interesting. Not so much because
of their opinions about the scents, that is rather
predictable, but because how they connect the
perfumes with identity and lifestyle.”
Aftonbladet

“For the past twenty years the perfume industry
has become more fragmented and, if you wish,
abundant. Fragrances for those who have grown
tired of the department stores’ overcrowded
shelves where the big brands’ latest releases
rub shoulders with celebrity scents, and instead
focus on craftsmanship and artistic ambition.
Scholar Jenny Lantz describes this evolution in
a very compelling and engaging way in her new
book Olfactory Indulgence (Norstedts). Lantz,
who has a background in fashion science as
well as economics, combines a lucid description
of the perfume industry from a cultural and
financial perspective with interviews with key
figures and her own personal perfume experiences. This way the portrayal becomes neither
dull nor abstract, it is validated through tangible
examples. The reader is treated to an introduction to the modern history and terminology of
perfume, as well as an understanding of how the
world of perfumery is connected and how the
more recent networks of bloggers, smaller niche
brands and customised shops have redrawn the
fragrance map.” Svenska Dagbladet

“Fascinating about the perfume industry /… /
Fashion magazines often visualise the happiness
of owning a certain piece of clothing, a certain nail polish or a certain perfume. /.../ The
aesthetic images are often traditional and to a
certain extent superficial. The texts are often
short and lack the insight that may explain the
different factors that have united to make the
product what it is. Therefore it is a delight to
read Olfactory Indulgence by Jenny Lantz. A
whole industry with all its financial factors and
traditions are mapped out herein. The industry
does not only consist of manufacturers, vendors
and consumers. Also included are supply managers, chain stores, bloggers and perfume critics,
all of which have a huge impact on the kind of
exposure a brand receives.”
Dagens Bok (book blog, 8/10)

“Olfactory Indulgence offers fragrance awareness, as well as a glimpse into the methods of the

Original title: Expedition Parfym | Publication: April 2020 | Pages: 224
Senior editor: Michaéla Marmgren
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COOKERY / LIFESTYLE

Sofia Wood is a freelancing
creator and has previously
worked as a PR executive in
fashion, art and design.
She has a huge passion for
cooking and runs a popular
Instagram account and also
a podcast for Swedish ELLE.
Last year her first cookbook
Chez Wood became an
instant success with the
cooking and lifestyle
community.

Winter at Wood’s

From Autumn Dusk to Spring Flush

Sofia Wood

Food with consideration no matter the occasion – rainy Tuesdays in November, a beautiful
New Year’s Eve and a social but inexpensive
start to the new year. A book for those who
want to make the dark season brighter, warmer
and a whole lot tastier.
Sofia Wood’s winter book shows how both
seasonal feasts and everyday cooking can shed
some light in the darkness and kicks off with
a cosy Halloween dinner. She leads us through

Target market

Sales points

chilly days when the daylight is quickly
disappearing, to Advent, Christmas and New
Year’s Eve, advancing towards the first signs of
springtime. Herein you will find recipes, as well
as thoughts on decorations and table setting.

• Women 25-55 with a love for all
things beautiful and stylish.

• A stunning seasonal cookbook that
captures the mood and adds some
zest to the dark time of year.

The world of Sofia Wood is snug and welcoming, sensual and meticulous. The recipes are
surprisingly simple but very tasty and include
vegetarian and vegan cooking, as well as fish
and seafood.

• Home cooks that want to find inspiration in all the little details surrounding a meal.

• Readers that are equally interested in
lifestyle and cooking.

• Beautifully designed and aesthetically
pleasing, illustrated by Frida Edlund’s
atmospheric photos.
• Simple yet sumptuous recipes using
seasonal produce.

Original title: Vinter hos Wood | Publication: November 2020 | Pages: 192 | Size: 190 x 260
Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Michaéla Marmgren

Option publisher: Christian Verlag, Germany
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COOKERY / LIFESTYLE

Sofia Wood is a freelancing
creator and has previously
worked as a PR executive in
fashion, art and design.
She has a huge passion for
cooking and runs a popular
Instagram account and a
lifestyle podcast.
Chez Wood has sold more
than 16 000 copies to date.

Target market

Sales points

• Women 25-55 with a love for all
things beautiful and stylish.

• A cookbook that emphasises the different components of a meal – from
produce to ambience.

• Anyone who is looking for simple,
classic recipes accompanied by stunning photos.

Chez Wood

A Cookbook for Everyday Life, Downtime and Celebration

Sofia Wood

This is a cookbook dedicated to elevating our
daily, as well as celebratory occasions and make
them more beautiful and welcoming.

• Highlights key contemporary trends
– sustainability as well as the need for
recovery.

• Anyone who wants to add a touch
of old-fashioned charm to everyday
cooking and learn how to set an inviting table.

• Sofia Woods invites us into her personal space, which is both elegant and
cosy.

Everything she does is accompanied by an artistic sensitivity, consciousness and awareness.
The recipes are simple but sophisticated, luscious and adaptable. There is a greater emphasis
on attention to produce and details, rather
than complicated procedures. Everything boils
down to sustainability – on several levels – and
a belief that the details make the difference.

Herein you will find irresistible recipes, inspiring table setting and thoughts about the meaning of a meal: as an energy boost, as a meeting
place, as a demonstration of love. The meals
can help us get together, celebrate and unwind,
and Sofia Wood shows us her way of enhancing
every moment at the dining table.

Original title: Chez Wood | Publication: November 2019 | Pages: 159 | Size: 190 x 260
Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Michaeéla Marmgren

Rights sold to: Christian Verlag, Germany
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COOKERY / SUSTAINABILITY

Karin Bohlin has had a keen
interest in cooking since an
early age.
She has been involved
with food styling, cookery
classes and catering for
smaller and larger groups
of people. She has also
helped producing several
cookbooks and she writes
cookery features for
different magazines.

Zero Waste in the Kitchen
Zero waste i köket

Karin Bohlin

Every year we throw away atrocious amounts
of food. At the same time many of us believe
that we don’t produce any food waste. Much
of it is discarded as a consequence of products
being left at the back of the fridge and forgotten about. Food production put pressure on the
environment and seeing as more food is produced than actually eaten, the waste becomes
an absurd misuse of resources. With less waste,
both the energy consumption and emissions
would decrease.

The pace of modern society and the increasing
number of expectations lead to consumers
experiencing a lack of time and confidence to
engage in planning and cooking.
This book will teach you how to make use
of waste, liquids and crusts. In a simple and
inviting manner the reader is guided to a more
resourceful way of cooking and how to regard
small and large leftovers as the beginning of
your next meal.

Target market

Sales points

• Eco-conscious consumers wanting to
minimise food waste.

• No-frills, unpretentious advice for
sustainable cooking and eating.

• Young families with limited shopping
budgets.

• Recipes that will suit both the vegan,
the vegetarian and the carnivore.

• Anyone looking for nifty solutions
on how to turn leftovers into brand
new meals.

• An eye-opening introduction to a
more resourceful way of living – this
is more than a mere cookbook.

Original title: Zero Waste i köket | Publication: October 2020 | Pages: 151 | Size: 170 x 240
Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Johanna Kullman

For more info: sofia.odsberg@norstedts.se
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Rain Lundström founded
the food magazine
Vegourmet where she
was also the Editor-inChief. Today she works in
marketing, but also as a
food creator.
She has lived several years
in Japan and has travelled
through most of Asia in
search of exciting new
flavours.

Nev er en di ng macarons
Glödhett tips! Jag ger dig här
inte bara receptet på fantastiskt
goda matchamacarons, utan också
det perfekta grundreceptet på vilka
veganska macarons som helst. Gör till
exempel hallonmacarons genom att byta
ut matchapulvret mot hallonpulver.

Green Asian Cuisine

Umami Love, Ramen Joy and the Return of the Tofu

Rain Lundström

Here is a vegetarian cookbook that will enhance your cooking habits. Rain Lundström invites
us on a journey through the Asian cuisine and
introduces us to gastronomic wizardry and the
secrets of sensational flavours.
In Green Asian Cuisine she covers the best from
Japan, China, India, Vietnam, Korea, Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Indonesia. Here you
will find everything from Japanese ramen covered in umami and the art of folding dumplings

Target market

Sales points

• Vegetarians wanting to explore new
flavours and techniques.
det gröna asien.indd 67

to home-made vegan kimchi and basic palak
paneer.

• Confident home cooks looking for
new culinary challenges.

The recipes span from convenient dishes with
ingredients that you will find in any supermarket to brand new acquaintances. You will
discover raw materials, flavours and techniques
that will boost your vegetarian cooking. You
will also learn how to navigate an Asian supermarket and how to find the products you will
actually make use of.

• Anyone who is curious to learn more
about the modern Asian cuisine.

• An extensive and exciting introduction to some of the best South-East
2019-12-17
Asian dishes, featuring both classics
and modern twists.
• Visually stunning and elegantly
designed.
• In addition to the many tasty recipes, the book also includes a helpful
section on how to make sense of an
Asian supermarket.

Original title: Det gröna Asien | Publication: March 2020 | Pages: 162 | Size: 190 x 260
Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Johanna Kullman

Right sold to: Turbine, Denmark
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