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the approaching apocalypse. Recently fired from
her job, she is looking for a purpose and a sense
of belonging, which she may well have found in
doomsday prophet Jordan and his small group of
dedicated followers.

triplets receive distressing news from their mother
that their father, her ex-husband, has gone missing
and that he has left behind a twenty-five year old
secret that will soon alter everything they ever
knew, particularly for one of them.

Third sibling Matilda finds herself in rural northern
Sweden with her boyfriend Billy and his daughter
Siri. She has fallen out with Clara and desperately
tries to reach out to her. There is also the fear that
she may be pregnant and the colour blue begins to
haunt her.

Amanda Svensson’s fourth book is a quirky and
maze-like novel about small, seemingly insignificant details that may just be pieces of a bigger
picture. But more than anything it is a story about
family, about misunderstandings, shortcomings
and forgiveness. A Magnificent System is a literary tour de force about the human mind and the
human soul.

As if matters were not complicated enough the

Amanda Svensson grew up in Malmö and
currently lives in Cornwall, England. She has
studied Creative Writing at Fridhems College
and works as an arts journalist and translator.
Hey Dolly (2008) was her much acclaimed debut
and in 2011 her second novel Welcome to this
World was shortlisted for the August Prize, as
well as Dagens Nyheter's Literature Prize.
A Magnificent System is Amanda Svensson's
fourth novel.

A Magnificent System

Ett system så magnifikt att det bländar

Amanda Svensson

Russell Square, managed by the eccentric American
Rudolph Corrigan. Here Sebastian becomes the guardian of a monkey with a moral compass, and here
he is also assigned several patients, most noticeably a
young mother named Laura Kadinsky who intrigues
him in more than one way.

In October 1989 a set of triplets – Sebastian, Clara
and Matilda – are born at the hospital in Lund under
dramatic circumstances. The same night another
child is born in the same maternity ward, a girl with
remarkably blue eyes.
More than two decades later neuroscience graduate
Sebastian Isaksson is recruited by the mysterious organisation London Institute of Cognitive Science in

Meanwhile, his sister Clara travels to the remote
Easter Island to interview a man who is waiting for

continues >>
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A Magnificent System
From the sample translation

refore be forced, sooner or later, to admit his affair
to his wife – who he actually loved very deeply, or
at least had a very deep dependency on, which, the
father reasoned, was essentially the same thing.
And two: that the best time to do this would be
just when she’d become responsible for not one
but three children, making it unlikely she’d be able
to manage on her own, and consequently unlikely
she’d throw him out.
This turned out to be a wholly correct assessment. The triplets’ mother, who worked as a priest
at All Saints Parish in Lund, experienced, in the
jittery moments after her three children had been
borne into this world on a wave of blood and pain,
a fear of the future that was so intense it caused her
very belief in God to evade her mockingly. The fact
that one of her babies had almost perished from
what the doctors would later call spontaneous asphyxia neonatorum with no lasting complications
unsurprisingly enhanced the fear. For ten minutes,
instead of the three babies she’d for months felt
pressing their soft feet against her hands through
her abdominal wall, she’d suddenly only had two.
During that time, she’d experienced a sorrow so
cruel and bottomless that all the sorrow that was to
come, including that inflicted by her own spouse,
paled into insignificance. For those ten minutes
she’d felt ready to throw God out with the babies’
bathwater – for what God could tear a newborn
baby from its mother’s arms before she’d even had
the chance to touch its wrinkly little hand?

The baby blues came quickly to the triplets’
mother. But before that came the babies, of course.
Sebastian was first, then Clara, then Matilda. Or
perhaps the order was different – afterwards no
one could really be sure because then came pandemonium, as one of the newborns’ heartbeats, and
then breathing, went awry. A doctor came into the
room. A baby was carried out at lightning speed
and a tray bearing open sandwiches, cordial and
three little Swedish flags was carried in instead
(bad timing, obviously), and a father – the triplets’
father – was suddenly left empty-handed with not
a clue what to do. He picked up a cheese sandwich
while his wife, with the two remaining babies
clutched one to each breast, delivered the afterbirth.
It wasn’t until afterwards that he realised what
he ought to have done was run after the doctor
who’d gone to try and revive his third child.
Perhaps he was in shock – that’s what his wife
would think later – and in any case the child was
soon back again: suddenly there it was, lying in
its father’s arms; little, wrinkly and gulping for
breath, but quite clearly alive. It was like getting a
second chance, the father thought, looking down
at his newborn child’s fluffy head – and he decided
to take it. The triplet’s father wasn’t stupid and
had, even the first time he stuck his hand down his
dental hygienist’s knickers, understood two things.
One: that he didn’t have strong enough nerves to
maintain a double life indefinitely and would the-

Option publishers: Luchterhand, Germany • Actes Sud, France
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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boy with glasses and a notebook – and so is sex and
the Devil.

repeats itself in every generation. This is the story
of Adi and her family, their curses and fates – from
the cruelty of the Belgian colonists to the present
day, as the siblings scatter around the world to
escape the dark legacy.

Mai Means Water is a modern Bildungsroman, a
story of how a girl is made. A tale of abuse that

Mai Means Water
Press voices

Kayo Mpoyi was born in 1986 and grew up in
Tanzania. She now lives in Stockholm. She has
been a student at the renowned writer's school
Biskops Arnö and currently works as a media
producer.
Mai Means Water is her debut novel and is
inspired by myths told in her own family.

document over young people’s ability to reinvent
themselves no matter what, also when they are
drowning.” Helsingborgs Dagblad

“I devour the novel as if it was written by an established author, with several works behind her. I’m
swept away, seduced, transported to Dar-es-Salaam,
Tanzania, to 1989 and a few years ahead, in a story
about God, words and female oppression / … / a
debut novel that feels so impressively confident,
that isn’t anxiously searching for a unique tone.
It is already there, glowing. It is a book written by
an author who was born in Congo and raised in
Tanzania until she arrived in Sweden as a ten yearold and who appears so international. Kayo Mpoyi
also manages to get close to the characters she is
writing about, even when this happens in a type of
magic fairytale style and even though everything is
perceived through Adi’s gaze. Kayo Mpoyi creates
complex individuals, and I even start to see the
cruel father in a more redemptive light.”
Svenska Dagbladet

“The narrator Adi is fascinating, she observes her
family and accepts her father’s punishments with
a fire inside her but without principles. Adi is the
eye that registers without judgment. It is a classic
child’s perspective, accurate and consistent throughout. /… / this is a novel that is full of surprises, I
want to know what happened later, I want more.
To sum it up, in some ways a very impressive debut.” SR Kulturnytt
“This is a splendid novel /… / Mpoyi evokes the setting with confidence and manages to capture the
feeling of the child’s limited environment /… /
Mai Means Water may be slightly reminiscent
of Ayobami Adebayo’s Stay with Me, which also
focused on society’s power over the female body,
superstition and the conflict between tradition and
modernity. But linguistically I rather come to think
about Tove Jansson’s classic The Sculptor’s Daughter,
where a domineering father from another century
dictates a family’s mood and a storyteller with a
rich inner life prepares to become an artist.”
Dagens Nyheter

“The most remarkable thing about Kayo Mpoyi’s
Mai Means Water is that it is her debut novel. I
have difficulties recalling another debut written
with the same fearless confidence, as if I was
travelling with a driver who has had her license for
fifty years. The novel’s many sub-plots are harmoniously interwoven; all the thoughts and emotions
are completely authentic; the prose is like a flower
frozen in spring water, and behind every line there
is an alluring sense of danger.” Expressen

Mai Means Water
Mai betyder vatten

Kayo Mpoyi

All families have their own myths and in Adi's case
the ancient African tales of the ancestral curses are
intermixed with the strict Christian God. The children are taught that the female body is something so
unclean that it continuously must be chastened, and
that given names hold so much power that they can
fend off unrested spirits. Adi is the young narrator
who sees the world through a child's eyes. God is
everywhere – sometimes in the shape of an ordinary

This is a coming-of-age story set in Tanzania during
the 1980s and the 1990s. Adi is born as seventh child
to Kabongo and Amba Mukendi, a Zairean diplomat
and his wife. The oldest children remain in Zaire,
while Adi, her older sister Dina and their sickly little
sister Mai live with their parents in Dar-es-Salaam.
Every evening their father feeds them with words
and punishes them for the slightest misbehaviour.

continues >>
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“Mai Means Water is a remarkably strong and solid
debut, written in a stylish and suggestive prose
that is both impressive and convincing. The novel
shifts between darkness and light, hidden secrets
and the seemingly everyday trivial events. Intense, luminous, alluring and yet menacing. With a
great amount of curiosity and anticipation I look
forward to Kayo Mpoyi’s next novel and her future
authorship. Because this is undoubtedly something
as fascinating as the beginning of an authorship.
Norrtelje Tidning

“With great proficiency Kayo Mpoyi uses her young
narrator to illustrate the enormous political consequences. By focusing on Adi and the child’s sense
of shame – how she always feels like she is being
watched by God or her father – she creates an intimacy with the reader, something that usually goes
to waste in epic stories /… / It is a mature debutant
that emerges, she is in full command of the prose.
Kayo Mpoyi never loses herself in elaborate attempts to explain the state of affairs /… / a timeless

Rights sold to: Atena, Finland
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Testament is a wondrous family drama: vibrant,
boisterous and darkly amusing, carrying traits
from Jonathan Safran Foer and Mikael Niemi. A
polyphonic magnum opus, by a storyteller unlike
anyone else.

It’s almost Christmas, and most of the children
have gathered for the preparations the days ahead.
Something is going to happen – something must
happen, that is something the eldest children all
agree on. The dark secret that is the last straw. For
the sake of their mother, the younger siblings, and
the two that came first and died: Pentti’s tyranny
must come to an end. It is time to settle old scores.
Soon nothing will be the same.

Testament
Press voices
Nina Wähä was born in Stockholm in 1979. She
made her debut in 2007 with novel S for Sister,
and her second novel, Don't Look Back, was
published three years later. She has also worked
as an actress and was the lead singer of indie
band Lacrosse.

Testament
Testamente

Nina Wähä
in the Torne Valley: Esko, the conscientious oldest
brother, who hopes to inherit the farm; Helmi, the
sister in constant need of money (and lots thereof);
Tatu, who almost perished when the garage took
fire, and who is always ready to offer people a ride;
Lahja, smarter than she lets on, but constantly in
the shadow of her gifted brother Tarmo. And all the
rest of them.

Siri and Pentti Toimi run a small homestead in
northern Finland. Pentti rules the family with an
iron fist – a ferocious temper that can strike down
on anyone at any time. Of their 12 living children,
only Annie, Lauri, Tarmo and Voitto have moved
away (physically and mentally), as far away as
Stockholm, Helsinki and Cyprus (although no one
knows for sure in Voitto’s case). The others remain

continues >>
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“This is a novel that dares to be deeply sombre
and cheerfully entertaining at the same time - and
Wähä's playful, yet stringent prose is outstanding.”
Vi Läser

“Wähä is doing something so unusual in this day
and age, as applying an omniscient author voice, a
sort of introduction to each chapter that explains
what will take place. Like a conductor she is in full
control of her orchestra, the swarming character
gallery. She allows them to be both part of the collective as well as more solitary /… / The prose has
a completely accurate tone, with long sentences
where the commas are as frequent as midges in the
Torne Valley, and Nina Wähä masterly commands
the rhythm in the flow that she releases. /… / If her
name isn’t mentioned towards the end of the year,
when the major literary prizes are awarded, I would
be most surprised.” Gefle Dagblad

“Wähä juggles her characters virtuously and
connects the reader with every member of the
afflicted, weary and hysterically funny Toimi family. I’m completely absorbed right from the start,
because Wähä certainly knows how to write. There
is a mild irony and subdued fierceness to her tone
that makes you want to linger with the narrator’s
voice /… / The novel is brimming with wistful
life wisdom and dour insight. Despite the infernal
darkness, the stench of diesel, Finnish quarrels and
severe communication issues it still makes me want
to move to the Torne Valley immediately.”
Dagens Nyheter

“I’m writing this review in anger, caused by the
outrage that arises from having something stolen
from you, something that is rightfully yours. Let
me start from the beginning; I have just finished
reading Testament. You must understand. It is
normal to feel a little grumpy when a good book
has come to an end. But this? I have lived with
these characters, no, these people for days on end.
And suddenly it’s over. I’m not disappointed, I’m
devastated! /… / The way she allows each family
member to momentarily be the lead character, and
the way each one does it so convincingly that you
forget about the rest, forget previous favourites
and become temporarily obsessed with this one
child, at the same time as the individual story adds
depth to the rest and the family as a unit, is simply
wonderful. Not wonderful because it is so skilfully
done, but because it reminds you that everyone
carries a small universe within, something great
and profound that you can never fully understand.”
Expressen

“With Testament, Nina Wähä does more than
just pulling out the skeletons from the closet and
leaving them to rattle in full daylight. She paints
a multifaceted image of a family, an origin. /… /
Already from the start she makes place for herself
as narrator. With a blink she takes the reader by
the hand and guides them through a complicated
tangle of loyalties and betrayals, love and disappointments. /… / The murder story, the grand dark
mystery, which is promised already on the first
line of the novel, sinks away, becomes of lesser
importance. Instead it is Nina Wähä’s sharp-eyed
empathy for each of the twelve siblings Toimi, how
she sees the spitefulness but also its roots, that is
the greatest reward.” Svenska Dagbladet

For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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In At a Loss Agnes Lidbeck investigates the small
truths and the big lies in our lives, the difference
between our aspirations and our potentials, the explosive nature of our emotional reactions and our
rational explanations for why we couldn't achieve
more.

misunderstandings or displease in their family.
Still, something is chafing.
Over the course of twenty years, we accompany
Anders as a husband, father and son. A marriage
that evolves, a daughter that grows up, a mother
that becomes an old woman. In the middle of it all
is a man who is watching the events taking place,
sometimes crippled by fear, sometimes desperately
trying to stop time.

Supporting Act
Finna sig (2017)
Agnes Lidbeck (b. 1981) lives in Stockholm.
Her debut novel Supporting Act was one of the
most celebrated books of 2017 and was later
awarded Borås Tidning's Debutant Prize. It
also established Agnes Lidbeck as a popular
columnist in Sweden's biggest daily newspaper,
Dagens Nyheter.
Lidbeck's critically acclaimed second novel The
Rift was published in 2018.
At a Loss is the final, free-standing, part of
Lidbeck’s “Playing House” triptych, following
Supporting Act and The Rift.

As Anna gives birth to her first child, she gives in
completely to the role of the mother; transforming
her identity, body, values, and purpose in the process. Despite her efforts at perfection, the strains
of family life take a toll. As time passes, Anna
seeks validation in an affair with an aging author,
Ivan. When he is diagnosed with a terminal illness,
it falls upon Anna to care for him at the end. In
Supporting Act, Agnes Lidbeck investigates voluntary submission without the context of sexual
domination. A powerful debut that will not leave
any reader unaffected.

The Rift

At a Loss

Förlåten (2018)

Gå förlorad

Agnes Lidbeck
Anders, like his mother, is a psychologist, and he
runs his practice in his mother’s offices/apartment.
Unlike his mother, he carries no grand ambitions.
Someday, he will try to find another office to work
from. (Someday, his mother’s apartment will be his
instead.) He bakes sour-dough bread, goes for runs,
drives his daughter from the stable, pleases his wife
in bed, shops for groceries and knows exactly how
much fruit is needed. There shall be no room for

Anders is married to Kristina, and father to Anna.
Along with his mother, Gunnel, they are all the
family he has, and he loves them immensely.
Sometimes almost too much, the very thought of
them being harmed makes his body tighten and
his teeth grind, still he can’t help from imagining
the worst-case scenario. To lose them would be the
worst thing of all – yet still alluring. If you are alone,
you cannot be deserted.

Ellen and Maria’s father has passed away, and left
them to inherit the family’s summer home in
the archipelago. The house is the bond between
them, a security in existence, despite the constant
reminder it serves about the past. On the island of
their childhood summers, where every place and
item are charged with memories and meanings, all
is brought to a head. The Rift is a strikingly precise
depiction of two sisters, examining the complexity
of their relationship to each other and to those
closest.

continues >>
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Waiting for
Monsieur Bellivier
Vid foten av Montmartre

At 73 Boulevard des Batignolles, Mancebo tends to
his little grocery. He lives with his wife Fatima in
a flat just two storeys up from the shop and spends
every afternoon with his cousin Tariq. A contented
life of long-accustomed habits and routines, where
every conversation follows the same groove.
Then one day Madame Cat turns up at the store,
giving Mancebo a mission. In exchange for payment, she asks him to spy on her husband, who
she fears is having an affair. Surprisingly, even to
himself, he accepts and in a heartbeat Mancebo's
life if changed forever.

Where the Sun
Rises in the West

Waiting for Monsieur Bellivier

Där solen går upp i väster

Publishing voices

Britta Röstlund

“This is charming, life-affirming, quietly funny and
most importantly, entertaining in the best way.”
– Johanna Bedenk, Acquiring Editor,
Blanvalet

A man from Paris loses his entire family when they fall from
a pink granite cliff in the small village of Ploumanac'h in
Brittany. Back in Paris he shuts himself in his wife's office
where he searches through her computer and files to find an
explanation for the tragedy. He starts to wonder if he ever
truly knew his wife.
At the same time we are introduced to an old man as well as
a local policeman, both affected by the accident on the beach. The old man witnessed the fall from the cliff but keeps
the whole truth to himself. For the policeman the event
awakens traumatic memories.
Britta Röstlund's second book, Where the Sun Rises in the
West, tells the story of a fatal incident, but it is no crime
novel. More importantly it poses questions about who is
sane and who is not. About preconceived notions, faith, fear,
compassion, about creating one's own reality. Just like in her
debut novel, the setting plays an integral part, this time the
barren landscapes of Brittany.

Britta Röstlund has been living in Paris for
more than fifteen years, where she works as
freelancer for the Swedish media. She reports
on everything from the Paris Fashion Week to
the political state of the country.
Röstlund's debut novel, Waiting for Monsieur
Bellivier, has been sold to 13 countries.

Original title: Där solen går upp i väster | Publication: March 2019 | Pages: 313 | Senior editor: Lisa Lindberg |
Available material: English sample (March) | Agent: linda.altrovberg@norstedts.se • catherine.mork@norstedts.se
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“Waiting for Monsieur Bellivier goes straight to the
heart. With an original plot, a smart construction and colourful, complex and likeable characters, Britta Röstlund manages to create her own
micro-cosmos in a popular, multi-faceted Paris,
far from the elegance of Champs Élysées or the
emblematic Eiffel Tower. A whole little world
packed with surprises and unexpected meetings
which in-between also give the reader cause for
thoughts. It is entertaining, it is unexpected and it
is well-written.”
– Eva Bredin-Wachter, Commissioning Editor,
JC Làttes

“Waiting for Monsieur Bellivier is a novel about
strange awakenings and even stranger possibilities. Set in the shadow of Montmartre, it follows
two people, both downtrodden by life, who accept
missions from strangers against their better
judgement. These missions will take them from
mysterious, abandoned offices to places which hold
the secrets of the dead, and finally lead them back
to themselves. Combining warmth with a delicious
sense of opportunity, it is a novel about living life
more fully. I was enamoured by the setting, the
characters and the irresistible twistiness of the
plot. Waiting for Monsieur Bellivier invites comparisons to Jonas Jonasson and The Elegance of the
Hedgehog but has a charm which is very much its
own.”
– Sophie Buchan, Commissioning Editor,
Weidenfeld & Nicolson

Option publishers: Albatros, Czech Republic • Varrak, Estonia • Blanvalet, Germany • JC Lattès, France • Marsilio, Italy • Bookpark/Red
Stone, Korea • Zvaigzne, Latvia • Bezige Bij, the Netherlands • Marginesy, Poland • Centrepolygraph, Russia • Vulkan, Serbia • Delight Press,
Taiwan • Weidenfeld & Nicolson, UK (world English)
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Total Loss
Press voices

“In several novels Helena von Zweigbergk has
proved her ability to portray relationships. In
Total Loss she is better than ever. She has a unique
eye and voice that registers and illustrates the
unspoken between humans: expectations, disappointments, martyrdom and not least sulkiness.”
Nerikes Allehanda

“Author Helena von Zweigbergk has a straightforward prose and authentically captures relationships
full of resentment. Little by little we come to understand how things simmered long before the fire
– not only in the romantic relationship between
husband and wife – but also between parents and
children. There are no obvious heroes in this story,
which is liberating. Just ordinary people making
good and bad choices in life.”
Aftonbladet Söndag

“She has a continuously sharp yet tender gaze
on her characters’ flaws and virtues, she closely
examines their psyches /… / Helena von Zweigbergk captures the grand themes and shows, partly
consolatory, mostly splendidly, that life is never
simple, and that love – sometimes – can conquer
all.” Svenska Dagbladet

“It is exciting, dramatic and very well-composed.”
Aftonbladet

Helena von Zweigbergk (b. 1959) is an author,
journalist and film critic. In 2008 she made
her literary breakthrough with the hugely
successful and praised novel From the Mouth of
the Volcano.
Her latest novel, The Heart Echoes (2013), has
sold 150 000 copies in Sweden. It was the most
checked out book from Swedish libraries in
2015 and is also the first novel by Helena von
Zweigbergk available in English.

“at her best, von Zweigbergk has an outstanding
gift for exposing our less attractive shortcomings,
without losing any of her empathy /… / this is Helena von Zweigbergk’s best novel yet. A coherent
novel that quite uncomfortably unmasks the weaknesses of the prosperous class; shows how fragile
our invented lives are and how desperately we cling
to them.” Expressen

“Total Loss is an elegy over a home, a house in an
affluent suburb, but also over everything therein:
furniture, electronics, photo albums, clothes, bed
linen, children’s drawings. Memories and dreams,
infatuation, squabble and dull reality. What remains when all material things are gone? And when
the predominant emotions consist of confusion
and shame? /… / What Helena von Zweigbergk
pinpoints is the marathon race that equals a long
marriage – with eons of time, lots of bad vibes, but
also a million things to preserve and remember and
cherish. In other words, she describes an integral
part of many people’s everyday lives and she does
it gracefully yet accurately, profoundly yet respectfully.” Sydsvenskan

“Zweigbergk writes beautifully and insightfully
about the passing of time and the longing for meaning – and where a burnt down house can spell the
beginning of something new.” Femina
“Helena von Zweigbergk is a master at depicting
disintegrating relationships with small, almost
invisible means.” Göteborgs-Posten

Total Loss
Totalskada

Helena von Zweigbergk
Disaster unexpectedly strikes as Agneta accidentally
causes a fire that burns down their entire home and
all their earthly possessions. In the wake of this
calamity, the couple are forced to confront the issues
that have been smouldering for some time, as well
as adjust to this new reality. How will Agneta cope
with the guilt? What is a home and what is worth
fighting for?

Agneta and Xavier have been married for decades,
but gradually find themselves drifting apart. The
children have flown the coop, leaving an uncomfortable void that neither of them wants to acknowledge. They are through with the quarrels and the battles. They let bygones be bygones. After all they have
a pretty good life, with comfortable routines and a
mutual tolerance. But there is also a sense of fragility
in their relationship, which threatens to provoke a
rift that will eventually inflict serious damage.

Original title: Totalskada | Publication: October 2018 | Pages: 300 | Senior editor: Eva Gedin | Available material: English sample |
Agent: linda.altrovberg@norstedts.se • catherine.mork@norstedts.se
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“Helena von Zweigbergk has absolute command of
human interactions and masterly captures both the
unspoken and the ambivalent. The characters are
balanced and credible from the first moment, and
von Zweigbergk is unafraid of lingering in difficult emotions that other authors nervously rush
through /… / It is a domestic drama, as exciting as a
thriller” Tidningen Vi

“Helena von Zweigbergk does it so well. With
astonishing accuracy, she successfully uses retorts
and scenes to capture what happens in a long-term
relationship when one part suddenly becomes
detached. The insecurity that awakens in the other.
The fear. /… / Helena von Zweigbergk is a true
genius when it comes to portraying the trivial,
but also the beautiful, in a family’s relationships.”
Kristianstadsbladet

Rights sold to: Nagel & Kimche, Germany
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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“Lisbeth Salander apparaît plus réaliste et plus
pondérée /... / Lagercrantz fait évoluer tous les
élements vers le mythique.” France Culture (FR)

“Lagercrantz has more than met the challenge.
Larsson’s brainchildren are in good hands and may
have even come up a bit in the world.”
Wall Street Journal (US)

“Lagercrantz’s excellent second contribution to
Stieg Larsson’s Millennium series [is a] complicated, fascinating mystery.”
Publisher’s Weekly, starred review (US)

“Passion and fire, check: there are plenty of both
here /... / Fast-moving, credible, and intelligently
told. Larsson fans won’t be disappointed.” Kirkus
Reviews

“Lagercrantz's latest Salander novel, is even bolder
- if somewhat more fantastical /.../ The Girl Who
Takes an Eye for An Eye intensifies the mythic elements of Larsson's vision.” Washington Post (US)

“the publisher chose wisely in tapping David
Lagercrantz to continue the series with The Girl
in the Spider's Web. Not only do the matter-of-fact
style and intricate plotting and sexy, chilling atmosphere feel very true to the original novels, but
Lagercrantz transcends the source material. He's
the better writer. /… / It's a dark, thrilling novel
that channels our very real digital vulnerabilities as
people, businesses, and nations.” Esquire (US)
David Lagercrantz (b. 1962) is a journalist and
author, living in Stockholm. His breakthrough
as a novelist was Fall of Man in Wilmslow,
a fictionalised novel about the British
mathematician Alan Turing, and in 2011 his
best-selling biography I am Zlatan Ibrahimović
was published, one of the most successful
books in Sweden in modern times, selling
millions of copies worldwide.
In 2013, Lagercrantz was asked to write a freestanding sequel to Stieg Larsson's Millennium
Trilogy. The Girl Who Lived Twice is his third –
and final – book in the Millennium Universe, a
global publishing phenomenon.

>> Millennium #6 coming soon!

as ever. /.../ Fans of Stieg Larsson’s captivating odd
couple of modern detective fiction will not be disappointed.” New York Times (US)
“Without ever becoming pastiche, the book is a
respectful and affectionate homage to the originals
/.../ Lagercrantz’s continuation, while never formulaic, is a cleaner and tighter read than the originals.”
Guardian (UK)

continues >>

Original title: Hon som måste dö | Publication: August 2019 | Pages: 380 | Senior editor: Eva Gedin |
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“Staying true to the personality of the punky
hacker Salander, and giving depth to the investigative journalist Blomkvist and his new characters,
Lagercrantz respects the Larsson philosophy. And
with this incursion into the scientific world he has
created a brilliant story” L’Express (FR)

“Besser als bei Lagercrantz waren Larssons Charaktere nie.” Spiegel (DE)

“[A] brave choice that made it possible for the saga
to be transformed and reinvented /.../ Lagercrantz
writes with lucidity and awareness”
La Repubblica (IT)

“David Lagercrantz har leveret den hidtil mest
velskrevne bog i Millennium-serien.” Vejle Amts
Folkeblad (DK)

“Lagercrantz's compassion for the underdog adds
genuine emotion to his baroque plotting /.../ Roll
on the next ‘girl’” South China Morning Post (CH)
“Thrilling, fast-paced, with masterly time shifts
and full of curious scientific facts and hacking
techniques” NRC Handelsblad (NL)

“Los fans se sentirán en buenas manos.”
La Vanguardia (ES)

David Lagercrantz

“Salander and Blomkvist have survived the authorship transition intact and are just as compelling

“As I read Lagercrantz's The Girl in the Spider's
Web, I found that I kept forgetting for several pages at a time that I wasn't reading genuine Larsson
/... / Lagercrantz has caught [Lisbeth] superbly, and
expertly spun the sort of melodramatic yarn in
which she can thrive.” Daily Telegraph (UK)

“And in short, David Lagercrantz has with The Girl
in the Spider's Web written a really good thriller. It's
a real page turner, with many of the ingredients
that make suspense fiction so well worth reading.”
Borås Tidning (SE)

The Girl Who Lived Twice
“Lagercrantz has studied the first three parts of the
series well, and the reader will recognize not only
their Mikael Blomkvist and Lisbeth Salander and the
social criticism, but also other essential parts of the
story’s DNA /.../ David Lagercrantz has proven that
he deserves both attention and respect.”
Dagens Nyheter (SE)

“The Girl Who Takes an Eye for an Eye is more
compact and stronger than his previous book The
Girl in the Spider's Web, this is especially because
Lagercrantz gives Salander the space she needs.“
Het Nieuwsblad (NL)

“Engrossing /.../ arresting /.../ imbued with a grit
and gumption that would make Larsson proud”
USA Today (US)

“Lagercrantz is an expert, a more accurate builder
of plotlines than Larsson /… / Lagercrantz is a real
Scandinavian professional.” de Volkskrant (NL)

“David Lagercrantz constructs his work solidly on
the foundation made by Stieg Larsson. The characters of these novels continue to fascinate, and when
it comes to the ability to create tension he is one of
the greatest in this genre.” Svenska Dagbladet

“Thriller à la fois dense et puissant, complexe et
efficace.” L’Express (FR)

Rights sold to: Buy Books, Bosnien • Companhia das Letras, Brazil • Colibri, Bulgaria • Penguin, Canada • Columna, Catalonia •
Shanghai 99 Readers, China • Fraktura, Croatia • Host, CZ • Modtryk, Denmark • Varrak, Estonia • WSOY, Finland • Actes Sud, France •
Bakur Sulakauri, Georgia • Heyne, Germany • Psichogios, Greece • Animus, Hungary • Bjartur, Iceland • Modan, Israel • Marsilio, Italy •
Hayakawa Shobo, Japan • Munhakdongne, Korea • Zvaigzne ABC, Latvia • TRI, Macedonia • Arab Cultural Center, Marocko • Monsudar,
Mongolia • Signatuur/AW Bruna, NL • Gyldendal, Norway • Czarna Owca, Polen • D. Quixote, Portugal • Editura Trei, Romania • Eksmo, Russia • Carobna, Serbia • Ikar, Slovakia • Ucila, Slovenia • Planeta, Spain • Norstedts, Sweden • Eurasian, Taiwan • Pegasus, Turkey •
MacLehose/Quercus, UK • Knopf, US
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Christian Unge (b. 1972), works as senior
physician at the Karolinska University Hospital
in southern Stockholm, specializing in internal
medicine.
Unge has published three crime novels, he runs
a successful podcast about medicine, and in
spring 2018, If I Have a Bad Day Someone Might
Die was published, an open-hearted account
of his medicinal experience from Africa and
Sweden.
Pass Through the Waters, Walk Through the Fire
is the first part in a new literary crime series.
The next novel is scheduled for 2020.

Pass Through the Waters, Walk
Through the Fire (Tekla #1)
Går genom vatten, går genom eld

Christian Unge

don’t know is that Tekla has an uncanny sense for
details – an intense photographic memory that is
both a blessing and a curse. She desperately tries to
control it through self-medicating with amphetamine.

Tekla Berg works as an emergency physician at the
Nobel Hospital in Stockholm. With her unorthodox
and intuitive approach she copes well under pressure. She also makes bold decisions that may potentially jeopardize her career as well as the lives and
health of the patients. What most of her colleagues

But work is not the only thing on Tekla's mind. Her
beloved brother Simon has mysteriously vanished,
and her thoughts keep returning to her troubled
childhood.

body. It is suspected that he may be among the terrorists, but there is also something eerily familiar
about him, something that evokes her most private
memories.

A massive explosion rips through an apartment
building, causing a large fire, and puts the city
on emergency alert. Everything points towards
a potential terrorist attack with many casualties.
Tekla is one of the first to arrive at the scene where
she rescues a man with severe burns to his face and

The fire causes a domino effect that will soon
involve both the board at the hospital, the police as
well as criminal elements. Not least the powerful
patriarch Victor Umarov whose family empire is
threatened by the events set in motion.

Pass Through the Waters, Walk
Through the Fire
From the sample translation

third degree burns across eighty per cent of his
body. His clothes were gone, even his genitals were
unrecognisable. Her fingers felt their way around
his head and she felt a spongy depression on the
back.
Johan was soon back.
“It’s going to have to be an intraosseous cannulation,” Tekla said. “Here, this knee has a relatively
undamaged section.”
Johan pulled out the drill and pushed a yellow-tipped needle onto it.
“Should’ve checked for a pulse in the groin…”
Tekla aimed above the bony part of the right
tibia, alongside the knee, gripped the drill and
prepared herself. She drilled right into the marrow.
Not as much as a whimper from the patient.
She glanced across the man’s body. Normal
build. Average height. How old? Impossible to say.
No hair left. Face basically gone. His entire head:
a smouldering, bloody lump of flesh. His body: a
liquorice black collection of scabs. Tekla thought
about the pictures from Pompeii, where those buried alive had their positions frozen for ever. Many
seemed to have been asleep when the vulcano
erupted. What would it be like to be lying there?
Would she herself have wanted it? Would she have
wanted someone to save her life… like this? Or just
given her painkillers so that she could drift away?
The next second, Tekla emptied the ampoule
with Narcanti before following up with saline.

Tekla stood there, staring at the burned body. A
failure on so many levels. She turned away from
it, towards the reassuring darkness by the neighbouring crescent-shaped apartment block. She
pulled out her lip balm, shook out the little baggy
and swallowed quickly, not even noticing its bitter
taste. It’d be another minute or so before she felt
anything.
Someone crouched down alongside her.
“You can barely see that it’s a person,” said
Johan, the nurse.
“No, more like the charred remnants of animals
in a smouldering bombsite,” Tekla muttered and
was about to ask for a bottle of water when she
suddenly saw the ribcage of the burned man
moving.
As she leaned forward, her knees burrowed into
the soft earth. She put her ear to the place where a
mouth should have been but where there were now
only large, copper-coloured blisters, covered in soot
and blood.
“He’s breathing!”
She quickly pulled a flashlight from her breast
pocket and shone it into the eye that wasn’t obscured by burnt flesh.
“The pupil’s tiny. We need to get a cannula in!”
Johan grabbed his emergency kit while Tekla
scoured the inside of the man’s elbow, but the flames had ruined every vein. His face, his abdomen,
his arms… she estimated that he had sustained

continues >>
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The Shadow Players is the second part of Anna
Bågstam’s crime series set in the picturesque village
Lerviken, with the funny, imperfect, civil investigator Harriet in the lead.

who turns out to be a bigot. Soon, Harriet find
herself in a desperate fight against the clock, facing
the choice to break the rules or follow them, with
devastating consequences as a result.

The Eyewitness
Ögonvittnet (2018)

Anna Bågstam, born 1977, works as a lawyer
at the Swedish Parliament. She lives with her
family in a suburb outside of Stockholm.
Bågstam made her sensational debut in
2017 with the audio serial Stockholm Psycho,
which was later shortlisted for the Crimetime
Specsavers Award for Best Crime Debut.
The Shadow Players is the second part in
Bågstam's Lerviken series, featuring the highly
likeable civil investigator Harriet Vesterberg.

Harriet is a young civil investigator who decides
to leave Stockholm behind for the small village of
Lerviken on the South Coast. Feeling a little lost
and unlucky in love, she is hoping that a change of
scenery will be the positive injection she needs so
desperately. Harriet moves in with her father and
takes up a position with the local police department. When a wealthy woman is found brutally
murdered at her estate, followed by the discovery
of her critically injured husband in a container,
Harried is pulled into a complex investigation. Suddenly Lerviken has lost its former innocence and
all the familiar faces from her childhood appear as
potential suspects. Could the killer in fact be someone she knows?
The Eyewitness is the first part in a crime series set
on the southern edges of Sweden. It is a fast-paced
suspense novel with a likeable female underdog as
the lead character.

The Shadow Players
Skuggspelet

Anna Bågstam
Civil investigator Harriet Vesterberg works ferociously to find the perpetrator. At the same time she is
keeping a close eye on her forgetful father Eugen,
and struggling with the frail relationship with the
attorney Rikard Svärd, whose polished exterior hides
a secret. Harriet’s boss, Margareta Bladh, initiates
a collaboration with an ambitious local politician,

A woman has gone missing under mysterious
circumstances. Everything indicates that she has
been kidnapped. A body washes ashore in the little
fishing village Lerviken. It is in bad condition, with
severe corrosive injuries and the victim cannot be
identified. Someone is trying to cover their trails.

continues >>

Original title: Skuggspelet | Publication: June 2019 | Pages: 400 | Senior editor: Erika Degard | Available material: Swedish manuscript
(March) | Agent: linda.altrovberg@norstedts.se • catherine.mork@norstedts.se
19

sea, and I can feel the breeze in my hair, taste the
salt in the air. Her ability to paint this perfect little
town makes the crimes taking place there much
more gruesome. And what a cliffhanger!

“When I read the first draft of The Eyewitness, I was
completely hooked. I have read many suspense
novels, but Anna is doing something different. She
foregoes the typical troubled detective, and instead
introduces Harriet, a sympathetic protagonist
who I can relate to, with a lot of humour and wit.
It’s sharp and fresh and funny, but that does not
take the edge out of the suspense part, which is
fantastically creepy. The plot keeps you on the edge
of your seat, all the way through. Everyone is a
suspect, and you have no idea what to expect. Anna
also has an eye for the environment, and I feel like
I am transported to that idyllic little village by the

Thankfully, she follows it up perfectly (and with
very much suspense) in her sequel The Shadow
Players, which will be released in June in Sweden.
More murders are in store for the citizens of
Lerviken! (And more relationship troubles for
Harriet...)”
– Erika Degard, Senior editor,
Norstedts

Option publishers/Rights sold to: Btb, Germany • Marsilio, Italy • Pantagruel, Norway • Planeta, Spain • People's Press, Denmark •
Metafora, Czech Republic
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close to the president. He started studying the current state of that seemingly long-forgotten threat:
atomic weapons – and felt a growing concern. This
was the starting point for The Carrier, literary suspense story told in the first person by the man with
the briefcase in his hand. Who more significantly
than anyone else, ever, embodies this very clash
between humanity’s refined culture and our high
technology achievements.

Mattias Berg has for many years been fascinated by
the clash between culture and high technology, a
topic on which he has published two collections of
essays: Japanska tecken (Japanese Signs, Norstedts
1995) about the dawn of the information age, and
Livet efter Dolly (Life after Dolly, Norstedts 1998)
about the cloned sheep and the boom of the genetic engineering business.
During Barack Obama’s official visit to Sweden
2013, Berg learned that there still actually was a
man with a briefcase, containing the nuclear codes,

Film rights only
Book rights through
MacLehose Press

The Carrier

The Carrier

Dödens triumf

Press voices

Mattias Berg

“The Carrier is a devilishly thrilling and alarming
story, a doomsday-prophetic symphony over our
time here and now /.../ I don’t think I have read
such a philosophical, knowledge-studded and
realistic adventure novel since Umberto Eco’s The
Name of the Rose /.../ the entertainment factor,
which sometimes makes me think of Mission
Impossible and other action movies, never dims
its grave political substance /.../ History itself is
present in each and every page in Mattias Berg’s
brilliant novel, where the end is everything else
than excepted.” Göteborgs-Posten

Erasmus Levine has a job like no other. He travels with the
President of the United States at all times, and holds in
his hands the power to obliterate life as we know it. He is
the man with the nuclear briefcase, part of a crack team
of top-secret operatives established after 9/11 and led by a
man codenamed Edelweiss. But even Edelweiss does not
know the identity of their ultimate authority, known only
as Alpha.
Levine has a secret. For twelve years he has been receiving
cryptic messages from Alpha – an elaborate communication
that began with the words We two against the world. Slowly
but surely, Levine begins thinking of escape. His chance
comes during an official visit to Sweden, when the alarm
sounds in Stockholm’s Grand Hotel.
Alpha has other plans for him. From their first meeting in a
network of tunnels and bunkers beneath the city, Levine is
drawn into a plan to eliminate the world’s nuclear arsenals.
But can he be sure that controlled demolition is the endgame? Could he be working towards a controlled apocalypse, a
doomsday plot to wipe humanity from the face of the earth?

Mattias Berg was born in Stockholm 1962. He
studied journalism and literature, and has
been a culture journalist since the late 1980s
and worked at major Swedish newspapers,
including Dagens Nyheter and Expressen.
Since 2002 he has been employed at Swedish
Radio, where he was the head of the Culture
Department for ten years. He initiated the
highly regarded weekly show Konflikt (Conflict),
which blends international current affairs with
culture issues. He lives in Stockholm with his
family.

“A successful hybrid of a novel of ideas, historical
depiction and the popular science thriller genre
/.../ An educative and in places very exciting story
with a philosophical backdrop. Why have we created something as powerful it can destroy us all?”
Expressen
“There are special trained super humans, amazingly transformed by surgery, quick-witted brains,
codes and numerology, deceptions /.../ But whilst
other agent stories may only have this – spiced
with some love in the sunset – The Carrier has
more. Much more /.../ Mattias Berg’s knowledge
in the scientific field is impressive, his storytelling
skilled and well-balanced (and by the way, we get a
relieving gender balance as well).”
Dagens Nyheter

“At the same time thriller and satire, nuclear
physics and history of ideas /.../ One of the most
ambitious and spectacular debut novels I have read
in Swedish.” Kulturnytt, Swedish Radio
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sewife?!” Her answer is so refreshing. The strength
of this book is that it is such a compelling and
welcome read for anyone fed up with chasing their
own tails all the time, thinking full-time work is a
must in order to cope and pay the bills: IT IS NOT!

red, i.e. shoes, which she calculated would be not
only cheaper but also much more sustainable, and
the rest she either sold or gave to charity, feeling
a secret pride of taking environmental responsibility as well. Next step was to start baking their
own bread, introducing two weekly baking days,
much to the children’s delight and so on. She went
through everything, even their socks!

Åsa Axelsson truly delivers answers, suggestions,
inspiration, and her many points offer real food for
thought concerning the lifestyle that most consider to be THE lifestyle.

With the aid of statistics, calculations, curiosity and
the will to live more independently she not only
became healthier because she started cycling or
walking instead of using the car, she also regained
the meaning of common sense and life quality
when accepting going against social consensus at
times, i.e. “How can you go back to living as a hou-

Åsa Axelsson used to be a full-time secondary
school teacher. She lives in Umeå with her
husband and four children.

Exit: Rat Race is the kick you need in order to take
charge of your own life. Full of nerve and commitment Åsa Axelsson shares the key she sought and
found, the key to a fulfilling and sustainable lifestyle with time as a great reward.

Exit: Rat Race

From the sample translation

Exit: Rat Race

Jag lämnar ekorrhjulet

Åsa Axelsson

and healthier. She began looking at how much milk
they all drank compared with the nutritional recommendations, did some calculations, changed their
milk habits and saved just under 1 000 Euro a year.
Enough of a start to continue analysing the family’s
real needs compared with the last-minute choices
one tends to make when stressed and busy. She then
took the time to sort out what they had hidden in
the basement, deciding upon what to have repai-

Delightfully enlightening, Åsa Axelsson narrates her
exit from the weekly madness that family life often
is with two full-time working parents, four children,
sports, hobbies, holidays, expectations, insufficient
savings, stress, headaches, dreams, reality and wishful thinking. Her own breakdown led to her discovery that by doing some adjustments at home they
could save far more than she earned as a full-time
teacher. As a reward, the whole family got happier

continues >>
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the weekend is. My back hurts, the elbow is aching
and there is a sting above my right eye. Please let
the migraine stay away. My stomach cannot handle
more painkillers. Mummy, mummy can you…? No!
Mummy must… Mummy hasn’t got the energy…
Can’t you see that? Can’t you? Silence. Swallow
the tears. No, I am sorry, mummy is just a little
tired you see. A quick hug. Then two painkillers
and off to bed. Tonight I’m sleeping in the office.
Can’t stand my husband’s breathing. I wake up at
four and can’t get back to sleep. How will I make
it through the day? Well, by aid of strong tea and
caffeine tablets. As soon as this week done, then it
is Friday. And after that there is only five, six weeks
until the holidays…
How did it end up like this? Getting home late,
tired and in a bad mood. Day after day. Week after
week. Year after year. Or: Is this what life is? For
all responsible and sensible grownups? Is it just
me, who is grumpy, spoiled, naïve, unrealistic and
frankly speaking, lazy when dreaming of a different life? A life with more peace, happiness and
energy than the life I am leading now. Preferably
also a richer life, financially. At least rich enough.
And that is where it all falls to pieces. We can
barely make ends meet in our family economy.
Even though both my husband and I work.

I am tired. Tired of getting up every morning and
going to work as a teacher at a sixth-form college
with thousands of students. Tired of falling asleep
half past seven on a Friday evening, totally exhausted. Tired of rushing around the entire Saturday,
ticking off the boxes: food shopping for next week,
cooking, cleaning and doing the laundry. In fact, I
am even tired of things that should be enjoyable.
Birthdays. Christmas. Holidays. Cosy evenings in
front of the telly with the children. Finding bargains in the sale.
Most of all I am tired of waking up on Sunday
morning with angst for not having gone through
the students’ papers as I had promised to. Nor
have I figured out which pedagogical angle to try
out in the 8 am Monday morning class, a class full
of sixteen years-olds who all seem to feel just as
tired. Tired of this semester even though it is only
September. Tired of sixth-form college when they
have only just started their first year. And it is my
job to get them motivated again, and curious and
enthusiastic. I tell my children strictly: Please don’t
disturb mummy, mummy has to work the entire
Sunday. And that was that weekend. I survived.
The Saturday list all ticked off, all the papers read
and marked in my bag and an idea for Monday
morning class has taken form. I am relieved. But
not happy. Because I am completely finished before

For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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against working class girls during the same period,
the one million German rape victims paying the
price of the 1945 defeat, a Chinese concubine's life
in the 19th century, the paedophile abuse in the
Japanese court during the 11th century, paedophile
incest in English upper-class milieus at the turn of
the 19th century and 20th century Sweden, Norway
and Denmark…

The Love War of the Century (2016)
Press voices
Ebba Witt-Brattström is an award-winning
author and scholar in comparative literature.
She is currently Professor of Nordic Literature at
Helsinki University.
Witt-Brattström is a well-known feminist and
debater in Scandinavia and has fronted several
feminist movements and organizations. She
has written several books on literature and
women's liberation. In 2016, she made her
literary debut with The Love War of the Century,
which has sold 50 000 copies to date.

#Metoo – a Literary Retrospect

“if you read it as a depiction of how a love relationship transforms into a meltdown, it is to a large
extent absolutely brilliant. / ... / Ebba Witt-Brattström has written a novel that many will recognize
themselves in: An exploration of the purgatory
of marriage where the flames pose threat of
devour-ing both body and soul. And yet so many
endure.” Helsingborgs Dagblad

“She is a volcano, invincible with her brute force
and precision." Tranås Tidning
“Seen as a literary interpretation of domination
techniques this book becomes a friend to take with
you. I say indeed: Ingenious! ”Arbetet
“With her novel Witt-Brattström joins the women
before her, who refused to sit in silence shameful-ly carrying their own sadness in their laps, but
who instead brought it forward and demanded
an audience. And who furthermore, more or less
implicitly, pointed out the person or persons who
had hurt them. The women who at last but not
least, wanted their private suffering to become the
start-ing point for a broader discussion about sex,
love, power and status.” Expressen

“Effectively written literary dialogue about the loss
of a marriage, where none of the parties stands out
unambiguously as a hero or as a villain.” Politiken
(DK)
“The literary form – with the monotonous repetition of ‘he said’, ‘she said’, the precise poetry-like arrangement of lines – come up to the high
expectations aroused by the title. The dialogue
written as ordinary running prose would have been
quite conventional, now the words are electric.
Benefiting from the slowed down reading, they
become profound, full of atmosphere. Sometimes,
mysteriously enough, even beautiful.” Aftonblade

“It is time for women to make their way out of
the closed rooms of destructive relationships. So
fol-low Witt-Brattström’s example: Never shut up
and be pretty. Don’t hide the bruises, neither the
symbolic nor the literal ones. Let them speak.”
Blekinge Läns Tidning

Historiens Metoo-vrål

Ebba Witt-Brattström
dition of silently witnessing sexual violence against
women with today's metoo statements.

Fiction is our society’s and humankind’s memory
bank where all our experiences, encounters, feelings
and emotions are stored. Here we also find testimonials of abused girls and women from ancient times
to the present.

With support from some of literature history's most
important female voices, Witt-Brattström compiles
a new kind of witness literature. These may involve
the heinous wedding nights of the American Japanese mail-order brides in the 1920s, sexual violence

Ebba Witt-Brattström's book Metoo – a Literary
Retrospect connects the two thousand-year old tra-

continues >>
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The Spinster
Press voices

“Malin Lindroth has written a thought-provoking,
astute and amusing essay that already at this point
can be viewed as one of the most important books
of the year.” Gotlands Tidningar

“At the age of fifty, author Malin Lindroth realises
that she is a modern version of the spinster – the
scorned woman who never finds love with Mr
Right, but who lives alone year in and year out.
Now she has written a whole book about the
spinster as a type and as a status. She does this
with a light touch and a rather heavy heart, for
behind the spinster, as defined by Lindroth, lies
several rejections. The solitude is not optional, and
that is socially awkward /… / Lindroth accurately
describes how the spinster is designed as a threat to
torment girls and women.” Aftonbladet

Malin Lindroth is an author, playwright and
arts journalist based in Mölndal, outside of
Gothenburg. She made her debut in 1985 with
a collection of poetry and has since published
several poetry collections and novels. She
has previously been awarded the prestigious
Aftonbladet’s Literature Prize.
Her essay The Spinster has received enormous
attention in the media and appears to be a
book that resonates with the readers. So far,
more than 14 000 copies have been sold.

The Spinster – How I Reclaimed My
Involuntary Solitude
Nuckan

Malin Lindroth
Malin Lindroth wants to reclaim the word “spinster”:
redeem the ugly epithet and wash the shame away.
This is an act of liberation, a way to challenge the
norms that dictate our perception of the world, as
well as laying the groundwork for the all-encompassing story of love, power and relationships.

Malin Lindroth is 52, childless and a bachelorette since almost thirty years. When she introduces herself
as involuntarily single she receives strong reactions.
She asks herself which narratives about life outside
of the “couple bubble” can actually be told. Therefore she decides to write about a personal history that
is as little in demand today as it was in the past.

Original title: Nuckan | Publication: May 2018 | Pages: 117 | Senior editor: Eva Gedin | Available material: English sample |
Agent: catherine.mork@norstedts.se
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“I read this 117-page long book in one go, and by
the end of it I’m not sure if I have stopped to breathe /… / Lindroth becomes a reminder of the fear
many of us have tried to forget. That is why this is
such a brave book. She speaks with a dissonant voice in an age that loves the idea that we can choose
our own lives. That we invent ourselves /… / The
Spinster is a book that you want to discuss as soon
as you have finished it. It is 117 pages of admirable
courage.” Dagens Nyheter

“This is the kind of book that you must read with
your own life at stake. Because Malin Lindroth’s
essays in The Spinster demands that the reader not
only scrutinises the author’s life, but also his or her
own life. Could I have been her? Am I? Are you?
The Spinster is perhaps mostly relevant to the one
who can identify with the main character, but everyone else can and should also read /… / Lindroth’s
prose is nimble, well-measured, actually quite
funny.” Borås Tidning

“Malin Lindroth mixes her personal story with a
cultural history that is so effortlessly interlaced
that you hardly notice it, which cannot be said
about the many attempts to adorn essays with
scholarly quotes /… / What impresses me the most
about The Spinster, except the fearlessness, is how
unsentimentally Malin Lindroth writes. It requires a great amount of finesse to be able to poise a
reflective tone in such an elegant manner, without
losing the throbbing feel of the text /… / More
than those who have been branded ‘spinsters’ can
recognise the loneliness in this text, the experiences of having been rejected and the fear that love is
only meant for other people.” Gefle Dagblad

“The Spinster has something fundamental to teach
each and every one of us.” Expressen
“In addition to the private and self-revealing story,
Lindroth’s book is also an innovative feministic work that places the ‘spinster’ in a historical
context and that explains its negative connotations, all while the author reclaims the term /… /
Malin Lindroth’s book is painful to read, and it is
a double pain that surfaces. The personal destiny
that unfolds – the girl who felt different already
as a child and who wasn’t able to conform to the
girlhood expectations, the teenager who quickly
learned that she wasn’t ‘girlfriend material’, the
adult woman who first attempted a failed domestic
partnership only to be rejected by a long line of
guys, who was constantly put in the friend zone
but was never seen as a potential mother or life
partner. How come? And then the other pain. The
one that confines us all in the expectations on
what defines a ‘normal’ life.” Helsingborgs Dagblad

“The woman I encounter in the text is incredibly
funny, and resists her angst, instead using it as a
tool, facing it without fear like a laughing samurai.
She wrote the book in order to reclaim the shameful word ‘spinster’. And she does not agree with the
acquaintances that assume that she feels ugly and
worthless. She is only sorry that she has spent so
much time alone, and that she is still alone. That is
what is so rebellious about the book: to simply be
disappointed with certain aspects of life, without
hating life or hating oneself. Without deciding that
you are a walking failure.” ETC

Rights sold to: Gads, Denmark • Atena, Finland • Piper, Germany
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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The Bees and the Humans
Preface from the Book

Keeping bees is like trying to control sunrays.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

Most of us know that the bees are suffering and that the consequences of their vulnerability can be of dire meaning to us. But how was it before? This book is about the many thoughts humans have had on bees throughout
time and how they have been dealt with, as well as other stuff. For instance, a neighbour fight involving bees.
The main core of the first part of this book is from monthly texts that I wrote back in the 1980’ies when I had
bees myself. Using them as starting points I wander into cultural history or literary works, past and present. In
the second part of the book I discuss the beekeeper world of today from various perspectives. The death of bees
is a great concern but far from the only thing occupying beekeepers.
Or the bee-caretakers. I do not really like the word beekeepers as it connotes human supremacy. Bees do not
allow to be kept. They follow their instincts, not our commands. Rather, I like the old respectful word bee-caretaker. However, throughout the book I use both terms. The largely accepted beekeeper is difficult to avoid. Imagine
how much easier it would be if we had had a word similar to the German Imker! That includes all you can do with
bees: care for them, multiply them, breed them and house them because of all the good they do as pollinators
and producers of honey. Or as entertainment and amusement.

The Bees and the
Humans

The question of what to name those who deal with bees is mainly interesting to linguists and nerdy writers. To
the bees it is of absolutely no importance. The German bees are under worse condition than the Swedish despite
their Imkern. Nonetheless, what concerns us all is how we regard the bees. Are they mere manipulative production units or one of creation’s wonders? The answer to that question may determine how the future will be for
them and for us.

Bin och människor

Lotte Möller

The Bees and the Humans is a most compelling and beautiful
love story to the bees and our mutual relationship that is
far more precious and important than we seem to think.
With compassion and great knowledge Lotte Möller unfolds
our cultural history with the bees from ancient time to the
present, explaining just how much they have inspired and
helped us along the way. To have knowledge about bees has
always been considered to be an almost divine quality as
their attention to detail and purpose is so special, even magical considering the honey they produce.
She gives us an insight to the daily life in the beehive,
describing their natural order of things and habits. But all
is not bliss when it comes to these busy little creatures. For
instance, when it was discovered in the 18th century that
the beehive was ruled by a queen bee and not a king, heated
discussions broke out.
With a keen eye for colourful characters, Möller introduces
us to a trigger happy Californian beekeeper raging against
both killer bees and bee politics, as well as Rudolf Steiner
and the eighty-five years old monk, Brother Adam, who got
into trouble with his Abbott in defense of the bees.

The meaning of the bees is the bees.
Like life. The meaning of that is life.
Carl Magnus von Seth (1922-2019)

For many years Lotte Möller worked as
freelance writer and arts journalist for a variety
of magazines and periodicals.
She is, however, mainly known for her books
The Nature of the Garden, Thoughts on a Garden
and Lemon, which has sold more than 20 000
copies and was also shortlisted for the August
Prize for Best Non-fiction.

Original title: Bin och människor | Publication: February 2019 | Pages: 224 | Illustrated: Partially illustrated | Senior editor: Michaéla
Marmgren | Available material: English sample | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Paul Kühlhorn and Eva Liljefors
are husband and wife, as well
as co-owners of graphic design
company Fellow Designers.
Paul was also a runner-up
in the Swedish edition of
Masterchef.

Feast with Fried Favourites
The Fine Art of Frying Everything!

Paul Kühlhorn & Eva Liljefors
monly asked questions about frying, explaining for
instance the chemical process that happens during
frying and the technique behind rolling the perfect
spring roll. In other words, there is no longer any
excuse for not adding that naughty crispy taste to
the dinner table. Guests will love it too!

This book is a must-have for everyone who loves
fried food. Become a pro-fryer yourself, guided by
Paul Kühlhorn and Eva Liljefors, who have gathered
crispy and delightfully tempting recipes starting
out with the classics such as French fries, chicken
nuggets and onion rings, but also including more
unexpected foods. Like avocado and ice cream.

Target market

Sales points

• Foodies and hipsters and the growing
number of curious home cooks that want
to learn to fry like a pro.

• Fried food has always been popular, but
also deemed unhealthy - here comes a
much healthier version, adding much fun
to the kitchen too.

• All the health fanatics who secretly long
for that naughty crunch.

• The uber cool gift book.

• Experimental bloggers and Instagram
enthusiasts.

• The perfect mix between nerdy and
trendy cooking.

Simply sinfulness at its very best. Crunch. Easy to
follow, inspiring to use.

In addition, they share their favourite sauce, dip and
salad recipes and guide us through the most com-

Original title: Friterat | Publication: February 2019 | Pages: 160 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: ca 23 000 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Johanna Kullman | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Emelie Holm is a nutrition
therapist, lecturer and cookery
author. She has previously
written Sweet Dreams and
Sweet Without Sugar.
She currently lives in Thailand
with her family, where she
teaches healthy cooking.
Emelie Holm's journey from
sugary sweets to raw food
treats is inspiring for anyone
hoping to achieve a healthier
lifestyle.

The Vegan Dairy

Make Your Own Milk, Butter and Cheese from Nuts, Seeds and Grains

Emelie Holm

Target market

Sales points

• Environmentally conscious gourmets and
home cooks of all levels.

• Hands-on and informative with simple
recipes, requiring only a few ingredients,
as well as extensive facts about nuts, seeds
and grains.

• Vegans and vegetarians looking for alternatives without additives.
Emelie Holm has previously taught us how to create
sumptuous desserts without white sugar. With this
book she shifts the focus to dairy and shows us how
to make milk, butter and cheese from nuts, seeds
and grains. For instance, making your own nut milk
is easily achieved by following a few simple instructions. These recipes do not require any complicated
equipment as long as you have a good blender.

Learn to make 100% vegan dairy products at home in
your own kitchen with this vibrant, inspiring book
as your companion. Regardless if you are vegan,
lacto-intolerant or just wanting to eat healthier for
the sake of your body and the environment, you
will find all the tools to reinvigorate your cooking.
By making the dairy products yourself, using only
vegan ingredients, you will gain full control of the
nutritional content and you will also avoid unnecessary additives. The pure and delicious flavour is a
strong bonus!

Original title: Vegomejerier | Publication: March 2018 | Pages: 160 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: ca 11 600 | Illustrated: Fully
illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Johanna Kullman | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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• Modern and groundbreaking about an
upcoming trend, part of the sustainable,
eco-friendly movement.

• Lactose intolerant eaters longing to enjoy
dairy products.

• Classic and elegant photographs with a
wholesome feel.

Rights sold to: Pavilion Books, UK (world English)
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Julia Tuvesson is the
ethnologist, photographer
and recipe developer who
launched the vegetarian
Instagram account and blog
Tuvessonskan in 2015. Today
she has more than 20.000
followers and her healthy,
easy-going and uninhibited
cooking style has featured in
several magazines. In addition,
she has been shortlisted for
the Grand Food Blogger Award
and was also voted the Food
Instagram Account of the Year
in 2017.
She currently works as a recipe
developer, food photographer
and communication
consultant. She lives in Malmö
with her husband and two
children.

17 000+
copies
sold!

Oven Meals

Greens Cooked in an Oven Tray

Julia Tuvesson

using an assortment of everyday guides. In the second part you will find more than 40 recipes divided
into different categories: starters, mains, desserts,
sides and sauces. In addition to the recipes, there are
also inspirational guides such as taste charts, replacement lists, improvised trays and new terms such as
“the guacamole principle” and “the taco concept”.

Julia Tuvesson quickly gained popularity on
Instagram with her unpretentious and fun-loving
cooking style, focusing on vegetarian everyday food.
First and foremost she became famous for what she
calls oven meals.
Here you will learn everything you need to know
in order to become a master at cooking vegetarian
mish-mash meals. The book consists of two parts.
In the first part you will learn how to make the best
oven dish meals in a simple and creative manner

Target market

Sales points

• Families with young kids and hectic
lifestyles.

• A luscious and inspiring cookbook that
fits right into our modern world.

• Vegetarians (and carnivores!) looking for
fun and hassle-free cooking inspiration.

• Presents a nifty way to clear your cupboards, fridges and freezers.

• Anyone who wants to achieve a more
eco-friendly eating pattern and learn how
to give your leftovers a second life.

• Offers versatile and creative ideas, alternatives and solutions that will awaken
your imagination.

The recipes are easy to follow and will appeal to
anyone looking for green cooking inspiration, using
ingredients you already have in your kitchen.

Original title: Plåtmat | Publication: August 2018 | Pages: 160 | Size: 190 x 225 | Number of words: 22 500 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated
throughout | Senior editor: Johanna Kullman | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Karoline Jönsson made her
breakthrough in 2012 when her
vegetarian food blog The Green
Pantry was named Sweden's
best food blog.
She published her first cook
book Goodness Green in 2014
and today her blog has more
than 20 000 unique visitors
each month. In 2015 she
hosted the first all-vegetarian
cooking show on Swedish
national television.

A Goodness Green Christmas
Classic Christmas Dishes Made Vegetarian

Karoline Jönsson

A Goodness Green Christmas offers all the vegetarian
recipes you may wish for in order to have a truly
merry christmas: from traditional Swedish pre-yule events such as mulled wine parties and “advent
fika” to more universal winter dinners, an extensive
Christmas buffet and sweets to wrap. Here we find
classics such as “Janssons frestelse”, saffron buns,
Swedish cheesecake and picked goods mixed with
newly composed vegetable dishes from the winter
produce. It will turn into a holiday that nobody

wants to miss out on, with food that will appeal to
the entire family. The book is divided into four main
chapters: baking, beverages, the Christmas buffet
and meals for the days between Christmas and New
Year.

Target market

Sales points

• Vegetarians looking for inspirational
Christmas dishes.

• Offers more than mere substitutes for
meat and fish: very innovative.

• All food lovers curious to celebrate a more
alternative Christmas.

• Mixes classic Scandinavian Christmas dishes with inspiration from other corners
of the world.

• Readers who enjoyed Karoline Jönsson's
previous cook book and her approach to
cooking and harvesting.

• Beautifully designed and presented: this
will put anyone in the festive spirit!

Inspired by both classic Scandinavian Christmas
cooking as well as seasonal dishes from around the
world, this is an indispensable treasure trove for the
veggie foodie.

Original title: Den goda gröna julen | Publication: November 2017 | Pages: 159 | Size: 190 x 260 | Number of words: ca 18 600 |
Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Johanna Kullman | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Maria Ahlgren is a journalist
who has worked in fashion
for the last 10 years. She is
currently the beauty and health
editor at the glossy women's
monthly magazine Damernas
Värld.
She lived and worked in Tokyo
for several years, which is
where she was first introduced
to the concept of beauty food.
Now she counts herself as an
incarnated beautyfoodie!

Destination: Beautyfood

The World's Best Recipes and Beauty Routines

Maria Ahlgren

and taste the carefully chosen food themselves,
show where to find the hand-picked cult products
and make the best routines at home in order to take
one’s glow to the next level.

In the popular wake of Beautyfood Maria Ahlgren
now takes the reader on a beauty journey around the
world visiting the top five trendy beauty cities: Seoul, Tokyo, Paris, Los Angeles and Stockholm. With
joy and ease Maria Ahlgren navigates through a glossy and enticing beauty universe, where sheet masks
and Nordic superfoods own just as much room as
French pharmacy products and sauce pans. The
book will thus guide and inspire the reader to make

Target market

Sales points

• Women from 16 and upwards, who care
about their skin and glow factor while
also daring to add an international touch
to their look.

• It reveals secrets to the Japanese porcelain skin, the Korean gwang (glow), tips on
how to become Parisian chic with little
means and uncovers what the golden
it-girls in Los Angeles really puts in their
smoothies .

• Anyone who loves reading magazines
- and they are many! Thus marketing
campaigns via those channels are obvious.

• The five destinations invite the reader to
be playful with her glow and appearance
– with the highest cool factor.

• The conscious lifestyle reader, who looks
for guidance that works – and who is very
likely to spread the word or even buying
it for her best friend.

Original title: Destination Beautyfood | Publication: May 2019 | Pages: 160 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: ca 25 000 | Illustrated:
Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Michaéla Marmgren | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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• Easy to use, inspiring to read, interesting
knowledge generously shared and gorgeous to look at.
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Maria Ahlgren is a journalist
who has worked in fashion
for the last 10 years. She is
currently the beauty and health
editor at the glossy women's
monthly magazine Damernas
Värld.
She lived and worked in Tokyo
for several years, which is
where she was first introduced
to the concept of beauty food.
Now she counts herself as an
incarnated beautyfoodie!
Beautyfood has sold more than
8 000 copies, in 4 print runs,
to date.

8 000
copies
sold!

Beauty Food

85 Recipes for a Radiant Self

Maria Ahlgren

cold bowls, greens that do the trick, luscious desserts
as well as festive Friday face foods – including beauty-proof cocktails – and a Beauty brunch to get the
weekend started.

Can you really change your appearance, make your
skin glow and improve your nails simply by choosing
the right foods? Of course!
Beauty and health editor Maria Ahlgren believes
that in a modern and efficient beauty routine, the
saucepan is as important as your moisturizer. In this
gorgeous and lavish book she guides us through the
magical food produce and what they can do for our
appearance, illustrated by more than 80 irresistible
and colourful recipes. She introduces us to warm and

Target market

Sales points
point

• Women between 18 and 50 who read
women’s magazines and follow beauty
bloggers.

• Lorem
Beauty ipsum
Food highlights
dolor sit amet,
manyconsectetur
current
adipisicing
trends:
bowls,
elit,raw
sedfood
do eiusmod
and extended
tempor
incididunt uton
information
labore
the benefits
et doloreand
magna
qualities
aliqua.
of
super foods.

• Anyone struggling with their looks – this
book delivers in the tastiest way possible!

• Ut
Theenim
lack ad
of intimidating
minim veniam,
or quis
rigorous
nostrud
exercitation
advice
– the approach
ullamco laboris
is light-hearted
nisi ut ali-and
quip ex ea commodo consequat.
unpretentious.

• The perfect gift book for a female friend
– beautifully designed and very appealing.

• Duis
A professional,
aute irure yet
dolorfriendly
in reprehenderit
tone througin voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu
hout.
fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id
est laborum.

Here you will also find a thorough and informative
Beautypedia which tells you exactly what these
beautyboosting foods can do for your skin, nails and
hair, and why they should be stored in every glow
hunter's kitchen pantry.

Original title: Beautyfood | Publication: May 2017 | Pages: 160 | Size: 170 x 240 mm | Number of words: ca 25 000 | Illustrated: Fully
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Helena von Zweigbergk is a
renowned novelist, as well as a
popular radio host.
Cilla Ramnek is an artist and
curator having exhibited
in Stockholm, Paris, Tokyo
and Moscow. She has also
published several books.
Pia Ulin has worked as
photographer for twenty years
mainly within lifestyle and
interior design. Her photos
are often associated with
Scandinavian aesthetics.

The Thing About Belongings
Grejen med saker

Helena von Zweigbergk & Cilla Ramnek
we seek in our belongings: if they are important to
acquire and if they possess some spiritual value. Together with an artist and a photographer she turns
her home inside out, reflecting on the stories and
memories her belongings carry, but also the emotions they provoke, like shame and comfort.

“We live in a bulimic culture. On one hand the totally commercial society that constantly makes sure
that we feel rather miserable all the time with the
only cure saying BUY! And on the other hand the
recurring advice to get rid of things and live minimalistic as if the deeper meaning of being human is
hidden in that action.”

Target market

Sales points

• Women from 35 and upwards, who cherish their home and belongings and wants
to add depth to it.

• Created by three strong women with a
clear mission and an artistic vision.
• Learn to see your belongings in a new
light.

• Lifestyle readers appreciating the artistic
twist and aesthetic touch – a highly current topic in the wake of Marie Kondo’s
success.

• Inspiration and reflection, adding depth
and consciousness to home styling.

The images in the book resemble those from an
archeological excavation revealing so much about
the time we live in, our social needs and collecting
impulses.

In The Thing About Belongings Helena von Zweigbergk examines our relationship with our stuff
From a very personal perspective, she asks what

Original title: Grejen med saker | Publication: February 2019 | Pages: 160 | Size: 190 x 240 | Number of words: ca 17 500 | Illustrated:
Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Cecilia Kerstell | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Monica Karlstein is a
journalist and interior designer with many years of
experience. For six years
she has run the successful
DIY blog hemmafixbloggen.se with 120 000
visitors every month from
87 countries worldwide. She receives many
frequent questions about
refurbishing on a daily
basis from around the
world and her posts about
IKEA hacks have proven
particularly popular.

99 Hacks

From Bulk Production to Genuine Interior Design

Monica Karlstein

99 Hacks is the DIY Grand Cru title. According
to Google trends, IKEA hacking or rebuilding is
an enormous phenomenon on the internet with
searches having recently increased by 400%. A trend
showing the growing wish to live more sustainably
but also more personally, and 99 Hacks is here to
meet that demand by showing how a mass-produced
item can easily be turned into a genuine and personal piece of furniture.

The book is primarily aimed at female readers as
most often DIY books are for men but the trend
aware male reader on a budget will be equally happy
with 99 Hacks.

Original title: 99 Hacks | Publication: May 2019 | Pages: 160 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: TBA | Illustrated: Fully illustrated
throughout | Senior editor: Michaéla Marmgren | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Target market

Sales points

• The avid female DIY readers will love this
neat little book.

• Great sustainability factor: add new life
to furniture you have become tired of
with small means.

• The growing number of conscious
readers, who want to live a more sustainable lifestyle.

• Perfect mix between small and larger
projects, all levels can join in.

• Any owner of IKEA items – and psst,
they are many, especially worldwide.

• IKEA has sponsored the book with 99 of
their items.

For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Linnea Larsson works as an
architect at a major studio in
Gothenburg and got the idea
for the book while on her first
maternity leave.

Go Recreate!

Target market

Sales points

• Families with small children and their
grandparents.

• Modern, fun and eco-friendly.

Linnea Larsson

• Anyone interested in sewing.

35 Simple Upcycles

Linnea Larsson has created 30-40 pieces of garments
and accessories for children aged 0 to 2, using easy
to follow step-by-step instructions, size guides, foldout patterns and much more. Everything is so beautifully composed that it is near impossible to not feel
inspired. And best of all: you don't need high-end
sewing skills to join in, there are projects for all
levels, some don't even require a sewing machine.
This is the perfect gift book, not only for parents in
waiting but also for grandparents-to-be.

This inviting and inspiring book combines several key points in our modern, conscious lifestyle:
making soft and cool garments for your baby using
your old clothes, thereby avoiding all the chemicals
in new clothes, and also shunning the baby fashion
dictated by the chain stores, while at the same time
caring for the environment as well as your own economy. Not least is it a rewarding feeling to clear out
your wardrobes and unleashing some creativity!

Original title: Go recreate! | Publication: May 2018 | Pages: 144 | Size: 220 x 260 mm | Number of words: ca 12 700 | Illustrated: Fully
illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Gunilla Bergmark | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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• Free from chemicals, perfectly soft garments and unique designs.

• All conscious consumers trying to avoid
chain stores.

• Full of inspiration and fits all levels.

Rights sold to: Nemo, Finland • Südwest, Germany • Unieboek/Het Spektrum, the Netherlands • Cappelen Damm, Norway
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Niklas Hjelm started out
growing hydroponically
himself 6 years ago after having
read an article on ‘window
farming’. He started taking
notes, which lead to this book
but also launched the studio
group called Hemmaodlad
/ Homegrown together
with other enthusiasts. The
Hjelm family haven’t bought
commercially grown greens
in five years and have thus
saved money, enjoyed the
good quality of the greens but
also, they feel good about the
environmental values in this
technique.

The Hydroponic Handbook
Grow Your Greens Without Soil

Niklas Hjelm

what it means to grow hydroponically, where you
can grow, what you can grow, how you design and
build your hydroponic set and the last chapter is
dedicated to all the nerdy details such as pH values,
temperatures, correct and additional light. This
handbook is the perfect key to join the conscious
consumer group, while benefitting greatly from
eating more fresh greens and herbs all year round.
This is as locally produced as it gets, which is the
core strength here. Illustrations and photos help in
guiding the reader to successful growing.

Based on the latest research, Niklas Hjelm is giving
an engaged and thorough introduction to growing
one’s own greens without soil – and without fields,
gardens, green houses or roof tops. A window-sill
is the perfect start and with this book at hand the
reader can grow greens and fresh herbs all year
round using minimum space, learn to experiment
with crops and even go on holiday without worrying
about watering.
In six chapters Hjelm explains how the water works,

Original title: Hydroponisk odling | Publication: February 2019 | Pages: 148 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: ca 35 000 | Illustrated:
Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Gunilla Bergmark | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
49

Target market

Sales points

• Conscious city dwellers wishing to grow
their own greens.

• New trend coming up, even IKEA is
selling hydroponic gear.

• Anyone with green fingers seeking new
territories or those, who engaged themselves with baking sourdough bread when
that became a trend: a field of interest to
go all in on while also joining in on the
green beat of the future.

• Quick results, much joy, genuine taste,
zero plastic wrapped greens.
• No expertise needed, this handbook will
guide readers at every level.

• Those with little space, who wants to
grow their own greens.

For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Susanna Rosén is a biologist,
photographer and author
of several fine books on
gardening and flowers, for
instance one on the Amaryllis..

The Pelargonium Bible

Target market

Sales points

• Pelargonium Lovers.

Susanna Rosén

• Garden enthusiasts with limited bookshelf space, this is quite literally the bible
on this topic.

• More than 380 different sorts of pelargoniums are described, including some wild
species.

The Only Handbook You'll Ever Need
of generous advice on growing and cultivation. It
quickly becomes obvious that pelargoniums are not
just a plant, but that they are more often a passion.

Welcome to the fascinating world of the pelargoniums! So full of know-how, Rosén’s book is indispensable. She describes around 385 types of pelargoniums in detail, even wild species, followed by photos.
Her knowledge is engaging and her advice on
cultivation does wonders for gardeners of all levels.

• All you need to know about handling
pelargoniums.

• Those who enjoy buying coffee table
books for others, this will make an ideal
gift for a garden-loving friend.

• Beautiful photos and arrangements.

In the book Rosén visits a number of pelargonium
lovers and allows them to show off their plants and
explain their ways of handling the many variations
that the pelargonium family embrace.

In Sweden it was first published in 2008 and was
praised for the attention to detail, the in-depth research and knowledge, as well as the gorgeous photos.
No question is left unanswered and there is lots

Original title: Stora pelargonboken | Publication: February 2019 | Pages: 280 | Size: 190 x 270 | Number of words: ca 60 000 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Cecilia Kerstell | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
51

For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se

52

Lars-Åke Janzon holds a PhD in
Zoology and was employed at
the Swedish Museum of Natural
History for forty years, the last
decade as chief biologist. He
has also contributed to several
scientific and popular scientific
publications and written a
number of books on animals
and nature, such as How Long
Can a Fly Fly? and Why Can’t
Potatoes Walk?.

Summer Cruelties

The Bugs and Plants That Bite, Sting and Itch

Lars-Åke Janzon

We scratch, wave and swear at the insects and we
fight an endless battle against unwanted weed and
bugs in our backyards. But there is an entire world
to discover beyond the tabloid headlines about tick
invasions and killer wasps.

ferent species live and flourish. How we keep snakes
away from our gardens and why the tick is our most
dangerous animal, but also how we protect ourselves
in the best possible way, and when it’s time to head
to the emergency room.

Meet some of the most familiar and unfamiliar
animals and plants that interfere with our summer
bliss. With a tongue-in-cheek approach, an enormous knowledge and a large respect for nature and
its creatures, Lars-Åke Janzon describes how the dif-

This is the perfect summer gift and an indispensable
book for the cottage.

Target market

Sales points

• House owners and cottage owners preparing for the summer season.

• Both entertaining and educational, this is
an encyclopedia for the whole family.

• Nature lovers, hikers and outdoorsy folk
in need of essential advice.

• The author is a real authority when it
comes to animals and plants.

• Anyone looking for a quirky and practical
gift book that will resonate with most
readers.

• Accompanied by simple and beautiful
illustrations by Matsåke Bergström.

Matsåke Bergström’s beautiful illustrations help us
separate the harmful from the harmless.

Original title: Sommarplågor | Publication: April 2018 | Pages: 179 | Size: 135 x 210 | Number of words: 26 700 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Cecilia Kerstell | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Rights sold to: Minerva, Finland
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Leila Söderholm works as
fitness expert giving talks
and inspiration to corporate
businesses as well as regular
people, with more than 20
years of experience.
Exercise in Secret is her second
workout book.

Exercise in Secret

Every Minute Counts – Based on New Research

Leila Söderholm

is the way we move and act every day – say while
waiting for the bus or doing the dishes.

“People who exercise 15 minutes every day live
approximately 3 years longer than those who don’t
workout at all.”

With sharp and surprising facts, Söderholm analyses
our current lifestyle that has changed far more in
the last 30 years than we seem to accept, and she also
points out that we often trick ourselves by thinking
we live an active life when in fact we don’t. Time to
wake up and feel good about ourselves, for real.

This book is a blessing for all who constantly feel
guilty about not going to the gym or exercising at a
daily basis. For those who find it difficult to find an
hour or two every other day to either cycle, swim or
run, because based on the unique study by SCAPIS
with 300 000 participants, Leila Söderholm explains
that what makes a real difference in the long run

Original title: Smygträna | Publication: January 2019 | Pages: 135 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: ca 22 400 | Illustrated: Fully
illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Michaéla Marmgren | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
55

Target market

Sales points

• Office workers or anyone with a sedentary
lifestyle hoping to break the vicious cycle.

• Based on the unique study by SCAPIS:
Swedish CardioPulmonary Biolmage
Study.

• Anyone fed up with strict fitness regimes
hoping to find a softer, yet healthy, approach to exercising.

• Leila Söderholm has more than 20 years
of experience with physical as well as
mental training.

• Full-time working mothers unable to find
time to exercise during the hectic years
with young children.

• Fascinating facts that will change the
readers' view on health, and ultimately
happiness.

For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Monika Björn holds a Bachelors
degree in Sports Sciences and
Psychology and has worked
full-time with fitness for more
than twenty years, both in
Sweden and abroad. She was
a pioneer of spinning and
helped introduce it in several
countries. She has also been
practising yoga since 1998.
Today she is an entrepreneur
within fitness and health: as a
personal trainer and as a yoga
teacher.

Strong Through Menopause
Physically and Mentally

Monika Björn

The book is primarily aimed at women who are experiencing mild to medium-severe symptoms during
menopause. For those suffering from severe symptoms, the book stresses the importance of seeing a
professional sooner rather than later.

Mention the word “menopause” and most of us
recalls something negative. But it does not have to
be that way. Author and fitness expert Monika Björn
teaches us how we can improve our own well-being.
Strong Through Menopause is an inspirational guide
for active women who want to take charge of their
own health and wellness. A positive book that shows
that there is hope – and that there are many little
things we can do to feel better during this rough
patch in life.

Target market

Sales points

• Middle-aged women hoping to find ways
to improve their sense of well-being
during menopause.

• A comprehensive health guide on how to
deal with menopausal issues, with a focus
on physical and mental training.

• Younger women who have not yet entered
menopause but who want to be prepared
for this challenging stage in life.

• Positive, compassionate tone that speaks
to women from a variety of backgrounds.
• Offers lots of useful advice – from exercise and eating to hormone therapy.

• Family and friends that want to get a
better understanding of what their loved
ones are going through.

Strong Through Menopause offers practical advice
on how to ease menopausal problems with physical
activity and exercise that can be practised pretty
much anywhere, but also by breathing right and
using simpler forms of meditation.

Original title: Stark genom klimakteriet | Publication: October 2018 | Pages: 160 | Size: 170 x 240 | Number of words: 32 100 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout | Senior editor: Gunilla Bergmark | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Rights sold to: Czarna Owca, Poland
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Johan Tell is a freelance writer
and former editor of travel
magazine Vagabond. He has
written several successful
books and has also helped
other adventurous travellers
to tell their stories. Tell is
a lecturer, mainly in the
environmental field – and
above all, a cycling enthusiast.

SCALATORE , italienska för cyklist som klättrar bra i branta backar.
Av scala för »trappa«. Grimpeur på franska.

158

En Cyclo Pedia

Everything You Need to Know About Cycling From the
Essential to the Obscure

Johan Tell

In En Cyclo Pedia Johan Tell - award-winning
Swedish writer and cycling obsessive - uncovers
the very soul of cycling, exploring and explaining
the many and varied stories that form the basis of
cycling culture.

personal insight into this complex world that only a
cycling junkie can.

159

Target market

Sales points

• Everyone who enjoys biking – from urban
commuters to recreational cyclists.

• An impressive, all-encompassing and
slightly wacky A to Z of cycling culture
and history.

• Anyone who likes devouring “nerdy” facts
and gift books.

• Personal, easy-going tone that resembles
reportage and travel writing.

• Men between the ages of 25 and 55 who
are active and environmentally concious.

• Accompanied by stylish design and
layout, this is a book that you will want to
browse time and time again.

From a pilgrimage to the Bianchi factory in Milan
to scouring the streets of New York for the origins
of the fixie, via the bicycle cafés of Barcelona and
the cobblestones of Flanders, En Cyclo Pedia is a
complete A to Z guide to the unique, indescribable
character of global bike culture.

Beautifully illustrated, with hundreds of entries ranging from Tour de France stages to illegal Alley Cat
races, and cult heroes to cycling slang, Tell provides a

Original title: En cyklo pedi | Publication: April 2016 | Pages: 254 | Size: 170 x 240 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated throughout |
Senior editor: Michaéla Marmgren | Agent: katrine.bech-taxholm@norstedts.se
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Rights sold to: Benevento, Germany • Octopus, UK (world English)
For more information: www.norstedtsagency.se
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Bea Uusma, born 1966, is an
illustrator, physician, and
author. During her medical
studies she initiated and wrote
a detailed report about the
Andrée expedition, putting
forward new facts about the
camp and the possible causes
of death.
Her internationally awarded
debut from 1999, about the
Apollo 11 astronaut Michael
Collins, Astronauten som inte
fick landa, was republished in
a revised edition by Rabén &
Sjögren in 2014.
In 2013 Bea Uusma was
awarded the August Prize for
Best Swedish Non-Fiction Book
of the Year for Expeditionen – A
Love Story. It has sold more
than 140 000 copies in Sweden
alone.

Best
Non-fiction
20

13

The Expedition – A Love Story

Target market

Sales points

• Fans of true crime.

• One of Sweden's most haunting historical
cold cases.

Bea Uusma

• Lovers of stories involving young, unfulfilled love and obsession.

Expeditionen – Min kärlekshistoria

clothes in their luggage, unopened food cans, and
guns in working order as well as boxes and boxes of
ammunition?

In July 1897, engineer Andrée’s expedition takes
off in a gas balloon heading for the North Pole. For
thirty-three years their destiny remained unknown,
until in 1930, when the bodies of the three men
were found on a remote island in the Arctic Ocean.

• Passionately narrated and beautifully
produced this is the perfect gift book for
both men and women.

• Award-winning narrative with more than
125 000 copies sold.
• A beautiful coffee table book impossible
to put down!

In The Expedition, author and physician Bea Uusma
searches for the truth about the expedition. The result is not only a book that overthrows old theories
and gives new answers to what really happened. It
is also the story about Bea Uusma's undying fascination for the world’s most unsuccessful polar expedition.

For more than a hundred years physicians, arctic
historians, authors and journalists have tried to solve
the puzzle of what happened on White Island. Why
did the members of the expedition die before they
had even unpacked their sleds, when they had warm

Original title: Expeditionen –Min kärlekshistoria | Publication: Sep 2013 | Pages: 313 | Size: 190 x 260 | Illustrated: Fully illustrated
throughout | Senior editor: Eva Gedin | Available material: full English ms | Agent: linda.altrovberg@norstedts.se
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Tryckerigatan 4, P.O. Box 2052
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Sweden
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Norstedts Agency houses authors and their works in the
line of fiction, general non-fiction and illustrated non-fiction.
Our aim is to make international publishers aware of the
best that Swedish publishing has to offer. We dare to lift new
literary voices at the same time as we uphold the rights of
the established ones. Every year our list reflects that of Norstedts Publishing House by selecting the very best from it.
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